Turn, then, and live

"It's not my fault."

How often have Wil heard those words? Or spoken them?

In today's scripture, the {sraelites were in a bad situation. More
than “fuat, “lucy were* branig “Wwén sufierg on*'wén  anceswry Surs
("The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set
on edge," v. 2). But God wasn't buying it.

Sometimes, it re.ny isn't our fault. Sometimes, we do inherit a
lousy circumstance completely beyond our control. But not always.
Too often we fail to take responsibility for what is truly ours. It's easy
to hedge, dodge, deOcct, blame-shift, and finger-point. It's much
harder to simply choose accountability.

"It is my fault. It is. And with God's help, I'm going to do some--
thing about it."

When we choose accountability, we choose life. We also choose
what God wants for us. Cod wants us to have "a new heart and a new
spirit" (v. 31). God wants us to change for the bette.-. Even when we
want to run and hide, even when we want lo mope and blame, God's
heart is that we turn and live.

A mentor of mine used to say that Christians repent in two ways.
One, we repent when we first choose Jesus as the forgiver of our sins
and the leader of our life. But, two, we also repent by adopting a life-
style of repentance, an ongoing practice of continually turning away
from sin and toward our Savior.

So here's the good news: You can tum. And you can live. Today.

- Juemy Ashworth
Pwria, Arizona

“For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Loro Gop. Turn, then, and
18:14, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32.
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CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Hagerstown, Maryland

MORNING WORSHIP 10:45 AM
September 27 2026

GATHERING MUSIC “Showers of Blessings” (McGranahan/arr. Scott)
Wendy Browne and Rebecca Jackson, piano duet

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Shout to the Lord” (Zschech/arr. Kim)

Wendy Browne and Rebecca Jackson, piano duet

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:  Come, let us remember God’s presence with us.
Let us give ear to all that God would teach us.
All: Our ancestors have told us about God’s might.
They have celebrated God’s wondrous deeds.
One: Inthe wilderness of Sinai, God provided water.
Through the sea, God provided safe passage.
All: Yet the Israelites questioned God’s presence.
They needed assurance amid their doubts.
One:  Our doubts can lead to honest searching.
God welcomes questions that seek new truth.
All: We want to see God’s larger picture.
We are here to broaden the scope of our concern.

*HYMN #329 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

*INVOCATION

A MOMENT TO BECOME LIKE CHILDREN

OFFERTORY INVITATION
OFFERTORY “All Creature of our God and King “ (arr. Busarow)
*DOXOLOGY #119 “Praise God From Whom”

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

MORNING ANTHEM “Blessed are the Poor in Spirit” (Anonymous)

Temple Choir

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS, AND HOPES
Please remember our worship is also on YouTube and our website.
Please do not share any personal information you do not want to be made public.
An usher will hold the microphone for you while you share.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
*HYMN #599 “He Leadeth Me”
SCRIPTURE READING John 20:11-18 NT114
MESSAGE Conversations of Jesus: Mary Magdalene
Pastor Eddie Edmonds
*HYMN #416 “For Christ and the Church”

*COMMISSION AND BLESSING
One:  Go forth to serve in the spirit of Christ.

Dare to question false values that hold us captive.
All: We will seek the mind of Christ in all things.

We will put aside selfish ambition and conceit.
One:  Look to the greatest interests of all people.

In humility, view each person as precious to God.
All: We count it a privilege to serve in Christ’s name.

We are grateful for the saving power of love.
One:  Remember always that God is at work in you.

With God’s help, amazing good can be accomplished.
All: May we do what we have so boldly declared.

May we follow and serve in joyous obedience. Amen.

After the Benediction, you may be seated.
Please continue in a spirit of worship as we listen to the Postlude music.

POSTLUDE “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” (arr. Rinck)

*Please rise — in body or spirit — as an act of worship
Thank you for joining us in worship today.



CALENDAR

Sunday, September 27

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & YouTube

(www.youtube.com/(@hagerstowncob)
Monday, September 28
Church office closed
Tuesday, September, 29
10:00 am Piano tuning (Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall)

6:30 pm Leadership Team/Mullendore Room
Wednesday, September 30

Church office closed

12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions

6:00 pm GriefShare/Mullendore Room

Thursday, October 1

Pastor Eddie in office/Call ahead to schedule an appointment

5:30 pm Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall

6:30 pm Brethren Bells/Choir Room

7:30 pm Temple Choir/ Fellowship Hall

Friday, October 2

Bulletin prep/Church office

1:00 pm Islamic Center use of parking lot (1-3 pm)

Sunday, September 4

Food Pantry Sunday

World Communion Sunday

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall

9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms

10:15 am Fellowship Time/Mullendore Room

10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & YouTube
(www.youtube.com/@hagerstowncob)

Remember our weekday schedule is subject to rapid change.

You may mail your offering to
15 S. Mulberry Street,
Hagerstown MD 21740

OR

you can make a secure offering
donation on our website using
Breeze www.hagerstowncob.org

The church calendar is online at
www.hagerstowncob.org.
Click the calendar tab.

Jesws. .. peacefully,
simply, lagether.”

15 S. Mulberry Street,
Hagerstown, Maryland
21740
301-733-3565

Office: Tuesday—Friday
Flexible hours
(appointments welcome/
call ahead)
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Worship and YouTube Live at

We welcome you to our church and
Rejoice in your participation with us in
worship. It is our prayer that you will
experience the presence of God’s Spirit and
that it will equip you for service and ministry
in the week ahead. Our Pastor, Deacons, and
Cluster Leaders are available after worship
and during the week to listen and assist you in
your Christian pilgrimage.

THE ANNOUNCER __ September 27, 2026

If you placed someone on the prayer list and
they are now celebrating a recovery and
would like their name taken off the list, please
contact Pastor Eddie or the church office.

If you or a loved one has surgery scheduled,
are hospitalized, or would like a visit from the
pastor, please notify the church.

“Take A Moment” - September 27, 2026 -
We live in a world of confusion, O God. Peo-
ple say one thing, and mean another, and do
yet another. People try to stare each other
down, each believing and proclaiming - often
violently - that they are right. We hear you
calling us to be honest, and to proclaim your
simple truths in all we say and do. Equip and
empower us to do that, we pray in Christ’s
name. Amen.

Please sign the attendance rosters found at
the end of your pew, or possibly in the
hymnal rack, and pass it down the row so
everyone can sign.

Our thanks to Chris Stockslager, today’s
worship leader, Rebecca Jackson, guest
organist, and Wendy Browne, guest pianist.

The flowers on the altar this morning
are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of our son Andrew, by David
and Elizabeth Beachley.
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Congratulations Allyson McPeak, administrative assistant, and her husband,
Colin, on the birth of their second child, Eloise McPeak, on Sunday, September
13th. If you would like to offer congratulations or send a card, their contact infor-
mation is in the church directory.

Next Sunday, October 4, is Food Pantry Sunday. Items collected will be used
for the November community breakfast. Please no glass bottles. Thank you for
your continued support of this ministry to our community!

Next Sunday is our monthly Fellowship Time, held in the Mullendore Room,
from 10:20-10:40. Plan to stop by to enjoy treats and fellowship.

Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat will be held on Saturday, October 17, 2026, from
1:00 to 3:30 pm. We will have bingo, children’s games and a cake walk. There
will be Trunk or Treat with a costume parade for the children. We will offer hot
dogs, baked beans, chips, popcorn, water, and ice cream sandwiches.

There are many ways that you can support the Fall Festival. Volunteer to help with
the activities or in the kitchen. We need baked beans, bagged candy, and cakes or
baked goods (placed in a container and labeled). We also need children’s and adult
prizes for bingo. If you have any appropriate items, you can place them in the box
in the west entrance, beginning September 20th. Sign-up sheets will be available
on September 20th for helpers, bakers, and anyone willing to do Trunk or Treat. If
you have any questions, contact Service & Outreach Co-Chairs, Ann & Vince
Bourdeau at 240-291-8521.

Friends in Faith will be meeting Wednesday, November 4th, at 12:00, in the fel-
lowship hall. A sign up sheet is in the West entrance. Please list what food you
will be bringing. Any questions? Contact Ann Platou, Suzie Wolfe, Nancy Gin-
grich, Robin Davies, or Mary Means.

Our Fall Congregational Business Meeting will be held on Sunday, November
15th. We will have a potluck lunch in the fellowship hall following our Worship,
then following lunch, we will have our Congregational Business Meeting.

Ministry Team Chairs! Your reports for the Congregational Business Meet-
ing are due to the church office no later than Sunday, November 1st.

Spiritual Nurture would like to initiate a visitation group for home bound mem-
bers and friends. If you feel called to visit and encourage others, please join this
group by contacting Mary Means at 301-992-9640 or Jenny Ferguson at 301-964-
1779. If you would like to receive a visit, reach out to Mary or Jenny.

. The fall session of GRIEF SHARE has been cancelled. No
Gflﬁf Share registrations have been received. Information on the November
event, “Surviving the Holidays” will be forthcoming.

October Newsletter - Just a reminder that there will not be an October newsletter.

Important Announcement—Announcements for the bulletin and worship leader
need to be emailed to hcobofficehelp@gmail.com. This email is for this purpose
only. All other emails can go to the secretaryhcob@gmail.com.

If you would like an insert added to the bulletin while Allyson is on maternity
leave, you will need to have it formatted the way you would like and printed for the
ladies in the office to include in the bulletin. If you have questions, please contact the
church office. Thank you!

Please remember to keep the administrative assistant updated on when and where
meetings/events are being held. Please email or call the Administrative Assistant with
information that needs added to the church calendar. 301-733-3565 or
secretaryhcob@gmail.com. Thank you!

Mailboxes are now labeled for the incoming Deacons. Deacon mailboxes are located
going back the hall to the church office on the right hand side. Please check your
mailbox weekly.

If anyone has little bottles of shampoo, conditioner, soap, or lotion that are from
hotels or ones that you have that are unopened, would you consider putting them in
the box at the west entrance, marked hygiene to be handed out at the community
breakfast. Our next community breakfast is this Saturday, Sept. 12th. If you have
questions, please call Jenny Ferguson 301-964-1779. -Thank you, Spiritual Nurture
Team

You can check the church calendar from your home computer or any Internet-
enabled device, including your smartphone. The calendar can be viewed online by
going to http://www.hagerstowncob.org and clicking on the Calendar tab.

Qur services are streamed through YouTube! If you have not done so already,
subscribe to HCOB’s YouTube Channel and share it with others. You can do so by
going to: www.youtube.com/(@hagerstowncob

Cash for Causes/Martin’s Gift Card Program. Purchase Martin’s gift cards to take
to the store to pay for your groceries or gas, and 5% of the face value of the gift card
is a donation to the church and goes toward your yearly charitable contribution. To
purchase a card, please contact Donnie Maas (240-866-1077). We can make
arrangements to leave cards in your church mailbox or mail them to you.

September is Alzheimer’s and Drug Awareness Month—purple arrangements
have been placed in the sanctuary and fellowship hall recognizing this and offering
our support and prayers to those affected by these challenges.
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