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Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Hagerstown Church of
the Brethren is to celebrate the love of
Jesus Christ and glorify the Lord by
striving to live as Christ lived experiencing
the power of God's healing in our lives. We
seek to nurture our faith community
through prayer, music and the proclaimed
Word, while enthusiastically reaching out
to others with compassion, respect and
love for everyone so that we may grow in
faith and commitment together.

VISION STATEMENT
The Hagerstown
Church of the Brethren, A Living Peace
Church: A caring community gathered
round the Risen Christ that
...Welcomes the stranger
...Empowers our neighbors
...Embraces the diversity among all
people as we continue the
work of Jesus
peacefully, simply, together.

Hagerstown Church of the Brethren
15 South Mulberry Street,
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
Telephone: 301-733-3565
secretaryhcob@gmail.com

Office: Tuesday—Friday
Flexible hours
(appointments welcome/
call ahead)

Praise Worship 8:30 AM
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship and YouTube Live at 10:45 AM
http:www.hagerstowncob.org
facebook.com/hagerstowncob
www.youtube.com/@hagerstowncob
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z B , 5 “Speaking to the people, he went on, “Take care! Protect yourself against
e f//// L@K/‘af(/// J g@/// the least bit of greed. Life is not defined by what you have, even when you
have a lot.” (Luke 12:15)

"This is my command: Love one another the way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life
on the line for your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I command you.” (John 15:12-14)

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

I want to make a confession. As I journey towards my retirement, I enjoy looking back
to see what I was writing about in my monthly Pastor’s Pen articles. Some remind me about
things we have done together, and others speak of lessons about what it means to be the church,
and still others address world issues that we face as Christians. Not all are relevant to our current
days. But I came across this Pastor’s Pen for Thanksgiving 2021. Maybe you remember it; |
don’t. I like the message and felt it is worth sharing again. I hope it blesses you again.

“Tis the season of Thanksgiving. Although we should express our gratitude to God year
-round; we place more emphasis on it at this time of year because we have a special day on the
calendar called Thanksgiving. Many of us will gather with family and friends for a delicious
meal...maybe play some games or watch football...or maybe nap after gorging ourselves with
turkey, known to be full of tryptophan. Ah...what a delightful day!

However, it is good for us to keep this pleasure in perspective. One thing to keep in
mind is that there are many who are not looking forward to having a Thanksgiving with these
delights. The loss of a loved one, brokenness in a relationship, poor health, financial challenges,
fear and insecurity can put a damper on celebrating Thanksgiving and feeling thankful. This is
not said to make anyone feel shame or guilt for enjoying the holiday; but perhaps, this reminder
will inspire us to be generous with some expressions of understanding and hope through acts of
kindness.

No matter our circumstances, we all have reasons to be thankful. I chose the three vers-
es above to guide some of our thoughts as we prepare our spirits for Thanksgiving.

The scripture from Luke, challenges us to loosen our hold on our desire for things. We
surely should be grateful for whatever we possess; but that which we have should not overtake
us with pride and greed. As the verse says, we are not defined by what we have. God finds the
essence of who we are as He looks into our hearts and sees the results of what motivates our
words and actions. Thanking God for what we have means recognizing with grace that which we
have; and at the same time offering to God opportunities to bless others through that which
we’ve been given.

The second scripture I’ve chosen for this thanksgiving reflection, is to remind us of the
blessings we receive through our friendships with others; particularly those with our brothers and
sisters in Christ. Friendship is one of the greatest gifts we can be given in our lifetime. However,
it is not a free gift. As the scripture reminds us, long lasting friendships require empathy, effort,
consistency, forgiveness...all of which are expressions of love. We have received this great gift
of love from our Savior, Jesus Christ; our dearest and truest friend. As we love others, then, as he
loves us, we are drawn into deeper friendship with him. The friendship we have with Jesus, and
with our brothers and sisters in Christ should not be taken for granted. We should offer our grati-
tude for these important relationships.

And finally, the third scripture I chose for this reflection, is to remind us to give thanks
for the opportunities we have to serve others...to answer God’s call to help build God’s king-
dom. What a privilege we have in blessing others through words and deeds! It is not always easy
to make the sacrifice of our time, energy and resources to do what God needs us to do. But the
rewards are great. We please God when we reach out to others. And, our faith is strengthened as
we reflect on how the Holy Spirit has empowered and used our words and actions to bless oth-
ers. Yes, we are blessed to have occasions to serve, and we should give thanks to God for these
opportunities

There is much for which to be grateful. I encourage you to take some time to reflect on
the verses I have shared here with you. Think about the specifics in each area as you’ve experi-
enced them over the past year. Then, pray with thanksgiving to God for the blessings that you
have received. We all have reasons for offering our thankfulness to God. Praise and thanksgiving

to our glorious God...and our Savior, Jesus Christ!” Happy Thanksgiving, Pastor Twyla



N 4 K N .
¥ NS of Sundays in Novemb
Date Pastor Worshi Leader Sermon Scripture
“What Would Ann Parker & CBM/Remembrance Sun-
11/2/2025 | Twyla Rowe | Robin Davies | They Want Us to | Luke 6:20-31 . day/Fellowship Time/Food
" Vince Bourdeau
Know Pantry
. |“By God’s Power,| 2 Thess. 1:1-4, John & Jenny | Junior Church/Parish Nurse/
11/9/2025 | Twyla Rowe | Sandy Clipp Not Ours” 11-12 Ferguson Meet & Greet
11/16/2025 | Twyla Rowe | Jan Young What '1:}me 18 Luke 21:5-19 Bob & Judy
It? Long
11/23/2025 | Twyla Rowe | Brenda Shane | oMU | jopn 6535 | Jack Finniff | 1 "2nkseiving Sunday/Junior
unger Church
11/30/2025 | Twyla Rowe | REPECC  fegiaving Awake” | Matthew 24:36-44| Eileen Smith | First Sunday of Advent/
Jackson Advent Dinner

Both services follow same sermon & text. All information subject to change without notice.

Fall Congregational Business Meeting
November 2, 2025

Our Fall Congregational Business Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 2nd. We will
have a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall following the 10:45 AM service and the Business
Meeting will follow. Sign-up sheets can be found in the west entrance and fellowship hall.
Spiritual Nurture will provide chicken, drinks, and paper products. Please sign-up so we
know how much chicken to buy and bring a dish to share. Thank you!

GRIEF£SHARE

the HOLIDAYS

The holiday season is rapidly approaching and while most of us look forward to the
holidays, they are a time when the complex emotions of grief hit even harder. Consequently,
grieving people need encouragement and support to make it through this season. This may be
the first holiday after a loved one’s passing, or perhaps it’s been years since a loved one’s death.
Regardless of the time that has gone by, emotions can blindside a person who has suffered a loss.
While Thanksgiving and Christmas focus on family gatherings, traditions, expectations, social
events and “cheer,” it’s difficult to feel cheerful when that special someone is no longer here.
However, the emotional fallout can be lessened somewhat by knowing what to expect and by
being prepared.

The Hagerstown Church of the Brethren GriefShare team is planning a special event
entitled Surviving the Holidays on Monday, November 3, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. You do not need
to be part of the current GriefShare group to attend, and we encourage you to invite family and
friends to attend with you. There is no cost to attend this event. If you have suffered the loss of
a loved one and would like to participate in our Surviving the Holidays evening, register at
www.griefshare.org. For more information, contact Pastor Twyla or Debbie Nycum.

Light refreshments will be served.

Reach

of Washington County

Save the Date!

HCOB’s week to volunteer at the
REACH Cold Weather Shelter is
March 8-15. For those of you who
plan to volunteer, please make a note
of these dates. More info to come in
the new year. Thanks!

Friends in Faith
(Widows & Widowers)

Tuesday, December 2nd at 12pm we will be
meeting for a pot luck lunch in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Join us for a fun time in fellow-
ship with friends. A sign-up sheet will be in
the west entrance and fellowship hall. Any
questions, please contact Robin Davies,
Suzie Wolfe, Ann Platou, or Mary Means.

Service & Outreach Christmas project
“Holiday Care Package”

If you would like to fill a one-gallon zip plastic bag with care items, we will distribute them
to our December breakfast guests. You can pick a man, woman, girl or boy. Suggested
items are hats, gloves, socks, personal-care items, granola bars, Christmas cookies and a
Christmas card. Any items you wish to make our guests feel special would be great. A box
will be available to place your bags on the last Sunday in October and should be placed
there by the end of November. We thank you in advance for your support.

Remembrance

Sunday
November 2, 2025

.7’5_?/’?1‘/://’_/? 7 . - .
)" Please join us for a special Ser-

vice of Remembrance worship
service on Sunday, November 2, 2025 as we
remember and celebrate the lives of those
loved ones who have passed in the last year.

Advent Christmas Dinner

Our Advent Christmas Dinner will be held on
Sunday, November 30th following the 10:45
service. Sign-up sheets will be available
starting November 9th in the west entrance
and fellowship hall. Come celebrate with us!
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7 - On behalf of the Deacons, we would like to thank all those who prepared a
/ R delicious dish, soup, salad, or dessert for Linda Ebersole’s funeral meal. So

appreciated.—Jan Young

(}0&&,

The Service & Outreach Team thanks all our members and friends who
helped us make the recent Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat a great success.

Thank you for helping us with set up and clean up, made and helped serve the food, helped
with the bingo, children’s games and crafts, made goodies for the cake walk, ministered to our
guests and donated items for the bingo prizes. We cannot thank you enough. Thanks so much

for making this a great community event.

Thank you to everyone who wished me a happy birthday! Your cards, gifts and warm wishes
were so appreciated. Thank you all so much! — Allyson McPeak

HCOB received a thank you card from On Earth Peace for a gift donation and support.

Thank you for all the cards, gifts and expressions of gratitude that Don and I received during
Pastor's Appreciation month. We feel loved and appreciated. You are very special to us. Love,

Don and Pastor Twyla

come GTOW
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Daily Bible
Reading
NOVEMBER
1 Matthew 19; Mark 10
2 Matthew 20-21
3 Luke 19
4 Mark 11; John 12
5  Matthew 22; Mark 12
6  Matthew 23; Luke 20-21
7 Mark 13
8  Matthew 24
9  Matthew 25

—_
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Matthew 26; Mark 14
Luke 22; John 13
John 14-17

Matthew 27; Mark 15
Luke 23; John 18-19
Matthew 28; Mark 16
Luke 24; John 20-21
Acts 1-3

Acts 4-6

Acts 7-8

Acts 9-10

Acts 11-12

Acts 13-14

James

Acts 15-16

Galatians 1-3
Galatians 4-6

Acts 17

1 & 2 Thessalonians
Acts 18-19

1 Corinthians 1-4
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Community Breakfast
December 13th
9:00—10:30 AM

The Community Breakfast Team is asking for
donations of gently used winter coats and
clothes for men, women and/or children. Also
we are accepting gently used Christmas trees,
tree ornaments, any holiday items and gently
used kids toys. These items will be given out to
our guests at the Christmas Community Brunch
on December 13th. There will be a box in the
west entrance for your donations. If you have a
Christmas tree or large boxes of items, please
place them on the stage in the fellowship hall
and mark them donations for community break-
fast. Thank you.

JUNIOR CHURCH

Junior Church will be held the second &
fourth Sunday of each month. This is open
to ages Kindergarten through Grade 6.
We will gather in the Rainbow Room
(#205) or the Children’s Sunday School
Room (Room #203) for a special time
together.

Parents may, of course, opt to keep their
child in worship with them especially
if the child is uncertain about going,
or parents may accompany them.

Parents/grandparents should pick up
their children afterward at the stair/

elevator area outside the sanctuary in the
west entrance.

Christian Education Ministry Team

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, December 7th at 9:00 AM
Sunday School Orchestra

The Sunday School Orchestra will be perform-
ing in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7th. There will be no Morning Praise Wor-
ship. Sunday School and Late Service Worship
will be held at regular time.

Meet & Greet
A Meet & Greet with District Executive
Doug Veal will be at HCOB on Sunday,
Nov. 9 from 2:00—3:00 PM. Help is
needed to set up, clean up and provide
light refreshments. Sign-up sheets are in
the west entrance or fellowship hall.

Home Communion
& Anointing

Persons desiring a pastoral visit, home
communion, spiritual direction,  or a service
of anointing, are invited to call the church of-
fice at 301-733-3565.

Anointing with oil for the healing of
body, mind or spirit is offered upon request.
Please contact the pastor to  receive this min-
istry of healing and faith commitment.

Intercessory Prayer is an important minis-
try of our congregation. If you have a prayer
request, contact Jan Young at 240-310-4101

Please remember to turn the
lights off when you leave an
area in the church.

Be mindful of our utility costs.
Thank you!

FOOD);

PANTRY

The first Sunday of every month is Food
Pantry Sunday. Bring in your gift(s) of
non-perishable food items, place them on
the cart as you enter the west entrance,
and a volunteer delivers the food. All
items collected for the months of Nov.,
and Dec., will be going to our guests at
the Community Breakfasts.

We thank everyone for their continued
support of this ministry to our
community!

Just a reminder - all items should be
either dry, boxed, or in cans. Please do
not bring in anything in a glass jar that
could break and injure a recipient or our
volunteers.

Cash for Causes/
Martin’s Gift Card
Program

Purchase Martin’s gift cards to take to the
store to pay for your groceries or gas, and
5% of the face value of the gift card is a
donation to the church and goes toward
your yearly charitable contribution.

To purchase a card, please contact Donnie
Maas (240-866-1077). If you can’t pick
them up on a Sunday, we can make ar-
rangements to leave cards in a church
mailbox or snail mail them to you.

Hagerstown COB
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Our Members

Jean Glosser
July 5, 1930— December 7, 2024

Carol Lee Jones
March 7, 1935— December 22, 2024

Phyllis A. Wisherd
December 24, 1931 — December 25, 2024

Rev. Edward L. Poling
October 10, 1947 — January 6, 2025

Larry Kees, Sr.
December 13, 1950— January 20, 2025

David “Dave” A. Fisher
November 27, 1936 — April 25, 2025

Betty Jane Huizel
June 11, 1927—May 1, 2025

Linda Mae Ebersole
April 29, 1948— October 7, 2025

Z HAPPY THANKSGIVING =
W2 e

The Church office will be closed for
the Thanksgiving Holiday

Community Breakfast

Saturday, November 8, 2025
9:00—10:30 am

Our Community Breakfast is held the
second Saturday of each month.

In Remembrance
October 2024—October 2025

Family & Friends

Mary Josephine Benton
October 13, 1925—October 30, 2024
Mother/Mother-in-law of David & Wendy
Benton

Bill Craig
January 29, 1951—November 9, 2024
Brother of Joseph Craig

William “Bill” Richard Samsell
December 18, 2024
Brother of Eileen Smith

Gerald Lee (Jerry) Stevens
July 23, 1958—1January 31, 2025
Brother/Brother-in-law of Diane & Kirk
Graham and Laura & James Minnick

Harold E. Jones
April 22, 1931—February 1, 2025
Father of Lisa Mullins

Mary Ellen Dunahugh
February 3, 1942—February 15, 2025
Mother/Mother-in-law of Heather & Larry
Kees

Thelma J. Becker
March 26, 1929—March 5, 2025
Sister of Annetta King

Clayton Burkholder
December 23, 1928—March 28, 2025
Father of Lisa Hutzel

John E. Herman
June 18, 1949—May 1, 2025
Father/Father-in-law/Grandfather of Chris,
Julie & Brennan Herman

David Benton
June 6, 1951—May 14, 2025
Husband of Wendy Benton

Alan R. Shane
March 9, 1932—1July 25, 2025
Father/Father-in-law of David & Brenda
Shane

Gayle H. Butler
February 17, 1928—September 19, 2025
Mother/Mother-in-law of Linda & Clair
Baker

Miriam Alma Andrews
November 28, 1932—October 8, 2025
Sister of Barbara Starliper
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Fellowship Time

November 2, 2025
10:20—10:40 am
Mullendore Room

We’re in need of volunteers to provide goodies
for Fellowship Time, held the first Sunday of
each month from 10:20 am—10:40 am. Good-
ies may be your favorite recipe or a delicious
store bought treat. Suggestions include cookies,
muffins, or doughnuts (3-4 dozen of whatever
you choose) and may be dropped off in the
Mullendore Room (the room behind the wing
of the sanctuary) that morning. Beverages and
paper products are provided. Please sign up on
the sheet located in the west entrance, or con-
tact Kristal Bricker or Amy Hardy. Thank you
for helping to make Fellowship Time possible!

The Mary Martha Circle

The Mary Martha Circle Group has been
working on a holiday craft and will be
offering handmade holiday door hangers
for sale beginning Sunday, November
23rd in the west entrance. The price of the
door hanger is to be determined within the
next couple of weeks. All proceeds will
support one of our church ministries.

Parish Nurse Blood
Pressure Screenings

Our Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screen-
ings are held the second Sunday of each
month in the Fellowship Hall before the
8:30 AM Morning Praise Worship Service
and in the Mullendore Room before the
10:45 AM worship.

Hagerstown COB
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November 2025 Schedule

Please check the weekly bulletin and the online calendar for changes as they happen. Our schedule is subject to rapid changes.

Saturday, November 1

Pastor Twyla’s day off

All Saint’s Day

Sunday, November 2

Food Pantry Sunday/Remembrance Sunday/
Daylight Saving Time ends

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall

9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms

10:20 am Fellowship Time/Mullendore Room

10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & YouTube Live

12:00 pm Congregational Business Meeting/Luncheon/
Fellowship Hall

2:00 pm Spiritual Nurture Meeting/Kitchen

Monday, November 3
Church office closed

6:30 pm Surviving the Holidays/Mullendore Room
Tuesday, November 4

Election Day

7:00 pm Worship Meeting/Mullendore Room

Wednesday, November 5
Administrative Assistant/Work from home

12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions
6:30 pm GriefShare/Mullendore Room

Thursday, November 6

5:30 pm Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall

6:30 pm Brethren Bells/Choir Room

7:30 pm Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall

Friday, November 7

8:00 am Bulletin preparation time/Church office

1:00 pm Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3 pm)

Saturday, November 8
Pastor Twyla’s day off

8:00 am Community Breakfast/Fellowship Hall
(Open to the public 9:00-10:30 am)

Sunday, November 9
Junior Church

8:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms

10:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & YouTube Live

2:00 pm Meet & Greet w/ Dist. Executive Doug Veal/

Fellowship Hall
Monday, November 10
Church office closed
Tuesday, November 11
Veterans Day
Wednesday, November 12
Administrative Assistant/Work from home

12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions
6:30 pm GriefShare/Mullendore Room

Thursday, November 13

5:30 pm Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall

6:30 pm Brethren Bells/Choir Room

7:30 pm Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall

Friday, November 14

8:00 am Bulletin preparation time/Church office

1:00 pm Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3 pm)

Saturday, November 15
Pastor Twyla’s Day off

10:00 am Book Club/Fellowship Hall
12:00 pm Newsletter Deadline

Sunday, November 16

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall

9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms

10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & YouTube Live

Monday, November 17

Church office closed

Tuesday, November 18

12:00 pm Mary Martha Group/Mullendore Room

5:30 pm Service & Outreach Meeting/Mullendore Room
6:30 pm CE Meeting/Room 302

Wednesday, November 19
Administrative Assistant/Work from home

12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions
6:30 pm GriefShare/Mullendore Room

Thursday, November 20

5:30 pm Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall

6:30 pm Brethren Bells/Choir Room

7:30 pm Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall

Friday, November 21

8:00 am Bulletin preparation time/Church office

1:00 pm Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3 pm)

Saturday, November 22

Pastor Twyla’s day off

Sunday, November 23

Junior Church/Poinsettia Order Deadline

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms

10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & YouTube Live

12:00 pm Hanging of the Greens

Monday, November 24

Church office closed

Tuesday, November 25

6:30 pm Leadership Team Meeting/Mullendore Room

Wednesday, November 26

Administrative Assistant/Work from home

12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions
Thursday, November 27

Thanksgiving Day/Church office closed

Friday, November 28

Black Friday
8:00 am Bulletin preparation time/Church office
1:00 pm Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3 pm)

Saturday, November 29
Pastor Twyla’s day off

Sunday, November 30

First Sunday of Advent

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & YouTube Live
12:00 pm Advent Christmas Dinner/Fellowship Hall
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Hagerstown Church of the Brethren
15 South Mulberry Street, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
301-733-3565 * (fax) 301-733-3598

Twyla Rowe Allyson McPeak

Pastor Administrative Assistant

Burton Young John Miller

Director of Music Ministries Leadership Team Chair
October 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters of HCOB,

As we enter this season of Stewardship, I want to express appreciation for your faithfulness over
the past year, and generous giving of tithes and offerings. Let us celebrate that the hand of God is
upon this congregation. You have been great stewards, sharing many gifts with this community
and this body of Christ.

We refer to our financial gifts to this body as Stewardship and although we intently focus on this
topic only one month out of the year, your gifts, or tithing, sustain this body the entire year.
Financial contributions are vital to sustain the growing programs of the church, and to keep our
maintenance of the building in check.

As we come to the beginning of a new year and take a moment to glance back at all the events
and happenings throughout the year, it is so reassuring to know that we serve a God who is
unchanging, who will be our guide in 2026. There are many ways to be a good steward. How and
where will God lead you to serve? Do you have time to volunteer for one of the ministry teams,
one event, church maintenance projects, or something new? The list is long, and there is a place
for you to serve!

James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

This month as you complete your tithing pledge card and your Gifts for the Body of Christ,
remember, we must use what God has blessed each of us with, to serve one another. Let us all be
a part of delivering Christ’s message through ministry.

In Christian Love,

Donnie Maas

Property & Finance Ministry Team

The Hagerstown Church of the Brethren
A Living Peace Church

The above letter, pledge card, and Gifts for the Body of Christ surveys will be placed in your
church mailbox by Friday, November 7th. If you do not have a church mailbox all will be mailed.
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Global Mission Prayer Guide October 2, 2025

South Sudan

A request for South Sudan, the United States' Church of the Brethren Mission and Ministry Board mission project, where there is one full-
time Global Mission staff person, Pastor Athanasus Ungang, and local staff working in the areas of agriculture, reconciliation, trauma heal-
ing, prison ministry, and evangelism, and several churches have been planted.

We give thanks for the financial gifts that have allowed the difficult work in South Sudan to continue and for God’s provision of community
development workers and church planters who have come forward to serve in the spirit of the Church of the Brethren. Please continue to pray
for their safety as the two major ethnic communities call for violence against each other. Pray also for the entire country as they face many
challenges due to extreme weather conditions and the withdrawal of humanitarian aid.

Brazil

A request from Igreja da Irmandade (the Church of the Brethren in Brazil)

Igreja da Irmandade in Brazil is supporting a training course in strengthening family and community ties, with the primary goal of preventing
domestic violence and promoting individual and family resilience. The title of the course, which will have its in-person module between Sep-
tember 29 and October 3, is Good Treatment in the Family. It is a methodology for strengthening bonds developed within the Claves Pro-
gram, created by Youth for Christ in Uruguay.

We express our gratitude to God, and to the Church of the Brethren and the Global Mission Office in the United States, for supporting us fi-
nancially, which has enabled us to provide scholarships to black and economically vulnerable people as an affirmative action for inclusion.

So, the Church of the Brethren in Brazil asks prayers for a good training course and for the fruits that will spread a culture of peace within
Brazilian families.

Dominican Republic
A request from Iglesia de los Hermanos Comunidad de Fe (Community of Faith Church of the Brethren in Dominican Republic)
Our prayer requests are for these concerns and joys:

o the spiritual life of the churches;

e those undocumented Haitian brothers and sisters who are here in the DR, for their welcome and welfare;

o the continued growth and good results of theology learning projects for pastors, church leaders, and youth;
e and our church construction projects, that they are safely and swiftly completed

Haiti

A request from I’Eglise de Freres d’Haiti (the Church of the Brethren in Haiti)
We request prayers for the spiritual life of the leaders, for their security, and for an end to violence and the steady increase of safety and peace
for all people.

Nigeria

A request from Ekklesiyar Yan 'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria)

More communities across Nigeria are experiencing Boko Haram attacks, including a recent one in Wagga Lugere in Adamawa State, an area
with an EYN church (photo right or above. Photo supplied by Markus Gamache, EYN Liaison with USA Church of the Brethren.). Several
people died, and homes and the church were burned. Pray the Lord may continue to shield His children.

We ask for prayers for the EYN leadership, for more strength and wisdom in this testing period of members being killed by terrorists. Let
there be divine encouragement of the body of Christ that we may continue in the Lord.

Democratic Republic of Congo

Requests from I’Eglise de Freres au Congo (the Church of the Brethren in DR Congo)

The Church of the Brethren in Congo experienced a September marked by ups and downs, but through it all, we give thanks to God for hav-
ing helped us so far.

Despite our constant prayer for the restoration of peace in the eastern part of the country as well as the African Great Lakes region, September
began with a sudden and tragic accident involving our team on their way back from a humanitarian and ecclesiastical mission to the Congo-
lese refugee camp in Musenyi, in the Rutana province of Burundi. And, as God is good, Brother Shabani Bitiens, Secretary General of the
Church of the Brothers in Congo, who suffered a fracture in his twelfth thoracic vertebra, is gradually recovering more and more after sur-
gery. Thank you to God and to all the subscribers who prayed for him.

We also pray that God will help us heal broken hearts and restore hope to those lost in despair.

We thank the Lord for the love he continues to show us in his ministry and pray that this love may abound in all his servants for the glory of
God. Amen.

(Continued)
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Vietnam

A request regarding the Retinopathy of Prematurity Vietnam (ROPVN) project

Prayers of thanksgiving are requested in the face of very good news from the Vietnam government that assures the continuation of the Project
to Support Pediatric Patients with Retinopathy of Prematurity (ROP) at Children's Hospital 1, Period 2025-2028. The recent approval from
the People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City legally allows them collaboration in education and medical treatment programs with Children’s
Hospital #1 that prevent or mediate the impacts of Retinopathy of Prematurity. The working group consists of doctors, administrative opera-
tions and control staff, and social work support services. ROPVN has been a program of volunteers since 2016 and now have been granted the
legitimacy of being under the umbrella of the Vina Capital Foundation. We are thankful for this blessing for at risk children and their families.

Honduras

We feel deep gratitude to our Father for blessing our missional work in the community. We rejoice in the opportunity to meet with pastors
from other denominations, with whom together as one body we are making an positive impact and bearing witness to unity in the community.
Please join us in prayer for the youth and children in our community, that they may remain safe and not fall victim to harassment or extortion.
The upcoming presidential elections in Honduras, that they may proceed peacefully and without violence. The political climate is tense, and
we ask God to guide and protect this process.

Venezuela
Greetings from Venezuela, within our family of the Global Church of the Brethren Communion.

We raise up these prayer requests:

On September 27th we held our first conference on pastoral ethics called "Pastor Referente" (Referent Pastor), in Mérida, to provide tools to
the interdenominational pastoral staff of the state of Mérida. We are thankful for God acting among us as we taught and learned together ways
to bring his Gospel to more people.

We will make a long-planned missionary trip to indigenous communities in the Venezuelan Amazon from October 1 to 8, 2025. Evangelism,
conducting baptisms, training people, and the mystery of mercy move us to go there and bless these communities. Pray that this will be a fruit-
ful and God-centered time for all.

November 14-29, we will hold district conferences in our regions to strengthen and consolidate our partner churches and their pastoral staffs.
This is a prelude to our 2026 Annual Conference, to be held in March 2026 in Colombia once again. Pray for all who participate in these gath-
erings and all who uphold them in prayer, that our love of God and faith will grow.

We are gradually strengthening our poultry and agro-ecological production unit through volunteering and the missionary training at the
"Wings of Blessing and Hope" Farm in the city of Tovar, Mérida State. Almost a year after buying the land and building facilities, we pray to
remain faithful to the vision and mission with which this place was founded.

And finally, pray for the strengthening of the Pastoral Training program on the Moodle platform. We are developing it and opening to train
Venezuelan pastors and leaders in training others. Discussions are underway to make it a training tool for foreign leaders in identity, history,
practices and customs, leadership, and Church of the Brethren administration, toward continuing advancing the consolidation of our national
and global churches.

Grace and peace in unity in Christ Jesus, the Anointed of God, and in the love of Jesus, your brother.
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Hagerstown Church of the Brethren
15 South Mulberry Street
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

POSTMASTER: DATED MATERIAL—
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

Hagerstown
Church of the Brethren
15 S. Mulberry Street,
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
301-733-3565

Office: Tuesday—Friday
Flexible hours
(appointments welcome/call ahead)

Praise Worship 8:30 AM

www.hagerstowncob.org
www.facebook.com/hagerstowncob
www.youtube.com/@hagerstowncob

Twyla Rowe
Pastor

Allyson N. McPeak
Administrative Assistant

Burton Young
Director of Music Ministries

Don Rowe
Interior Esthetics Technician

Sunday School for all ages 9:30-10:30 AM
Worship and YouTube Live at 10:45 AM

RELIEVE EDITORIAL STRESS:
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YOUR ARTICLES

REMINUDER
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NEWSLETI'ER

ARTICLES
November 15, 2025 @NOON

BRETHREN TIDINGS is published monthly
by the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren.
All articles submitted for inclusion in the
Tidings are subject to editing.

All dates and times listed are subject
to change without notice.
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