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“The apostles came up and said to the Master, “Give us more faith.” 

But the Master said, “You don’t need more faith. There is no ‘more’ or ‘less’ in faith. If you have 

a bare kernel of faith, say the size of a poppy seed, you could say to this sycamore tree, ‘Go jump in the 

lake,’ and it would do it. 

“Suppose one of you has a servant who comes in from plowing the field or tending the sheep. 

Would you take his coat, set the table, and say, ‘Sit down and eat’? Wouldn’t you be more likely to say, 

‘Prepare dinner; change your clothes and wait table for me until I’ve finished my coffee; then go to the 

kitchen and have your supper’? Does the servant get special thanks for doing what’s expected of him? 

It’s the same with you. When you’ve done everything expected of you, be matter of fact and say, ‘The 

work is done. What we were told to do, we did.’” 

      

Reaching the end of a job interview, the human resources person asked a young engineer fresh 

out of MIT what kind of salary he was looking for. 

"In the neighborhood of $140,000 a year, depending on the benefits package." 

"Well, what would you say to a package of 5-weeks’ vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical & 

dental, company matching retirement fund to 50% of salary, & a company car leased every 2 years—

say, a red Corvette?" 

"Wow! Are you kidding?" 

"Yeah, but you started it." 

“Why do you say and do what you say and do?” Are you looking for something in return—

perhaps some kind of reward—say like, heaven? Christians know that eternal life is granted to those 

who receive Christ’s salvation and then remain faithful to the teachings of Jesus. So, do we say the 

things we say and do the things we do so that we win the big prize of eternal life? Today’s text 

challenges us to think about these things. Let’s take a closer look at this story.  

Just prior to today’s scripture text, Jesus was teaching his disciples about forgiveness. Jesus was 

teaching his disciples that even if someone hurts them personally—say, seven times in a day—and 

comes to them each time asking them for forgiveness, they were supposed to forgive those who hurt 

them. Now, Jesus wasn’t limiting the times that the disciples—or us—should forgive someone to seven 

times. Jesus was making the point that we should forgive those who hurt us as many times as is 

necessary. We know that forgiving someone is not always easy to do, and the disciples knew that too.  

Perhaps, feeling down on themselves because they find this hard to do, the disciples asked Jesus 

to give them more faith so that forgiving others would be easier for them to do. Jesus answered their 

request by telling them that the amount of faith they have is not as important as the genuineness of their 

faith. 

 Let’s take a moment here to define faith. Faith is total dependence on God and a willingness to 

do his will. It’s not simply a matter of believing in God. Faith is not something we use to put on a show 

for others. It is complete and humble obedience to God’s will, readiness to do whatever God calls us to 

do. 

Jesus compares faith to a mustard seed. The mustard seed is small, but it is alive and growing. 

Like a small seed, a small amount of genuine faith in God will take root and grow. We don’t need more 

faith to do God’s will, a tiny seed of faith is enough, if it is alive and growing. 

The important thing here to note is not that the tiny seed turns into a big plant; but the actual 

process of growing is the important point. In other words, we either have faith or we do not. Faith is 
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something that is alive in and through us, AND it grows. It grows each time we are obedient to God and 

step out in faith to do God’s will. 

After making this point about faith, Jesus goes on then to tell one of his parables. It is a parable 

about a Master and the role of a servant to his master. At first the parable puts us in the position of being 

the master, wondering what that would be like, finding that the expectation of the servant is to do as he 

is told because it is his duty, and the master expects the servant to do his duty without complaining and 

expecting a reward. The servant does what his master wants done before he even thinks of doing 

something for himself. The servant does what he does out of obedience to his master, not because he 

wants a reward. 

Then Jesus turned the tables and he challenges us to see that we are God’s servants. As servants 

we are expected to do God’s will out of obedience to God. Jesus' parable stresses that we should serve 

God because it's the right thing to do, not because we hunger for a divine reward. We actually just might 

find that doing the right thing without being praised or rewarded brings a kind of satisfaction of its own. 

A man named Jake tells of the early days of his marriage when there was friction between him 

and his wife Melinda because of his assumption that she would do all the housework, despite the fact 

that they both had full-time jobs outside the home. After several confrontations about this, he finally 

realized he'd been unreasonable, and so he decided to help out. The first thing he tackled was the 

kitchen; he did all the dishes, wiped the counters, and swept and mopped the floor. Then he eagerly 

waited for Melinda to come home, expecting that she would lavish him with praise.  

When she did come home, she seemed to notice the work in the kitchen but said nothing. Finally, 

Jake could stand it no longer, and he blurted, "Did you see I cleaned up the kitchen?" "Yes," she said. 

He waited, but Melinda had nothing more to say. So, he said, "Well, don't you appreciate it?" 

"I'm glad you've done the work," she said, "but we both live in the house and keeping it clean is 

just part of our responsibilities. I've never been thanked for all the housework I've done, and I don't 

expect it to be. Why should either of us be thanked for doing what's necessary to live decently?"  

It took some readjustment of his thinking (to say nothing of his pride), but Jake got the point, 

enough so that he kept doing a share of the housecleaning. And even though he never particularly 

enjoyed the work, he began to take a certain satisfaction in keeping the home reasonably tidy. Likewise, 

there can be a certain satisfaction in serving God even when no thanks seems to be forthcoming. 

Jesus’ teachings about serving redirects us from the notion of entitlement and reminds us that we 

don't earn our way into the kingdom of God, but we are granted entrance because of God's grace freely 

given to us. God’s not keeping a count of the good things you do, giving you a star every time you do 

good, then counting those stars in the end to determine whether you get into heaven. The parable also 

teaches us that it's not the quantity of our faith that matters, but what really matters is putting what faith 

we have into action. 

That means then that even that which looks completely impossible becomes possible if it is 

approached with faith. If we approach a thing saying, “It can’t be done, so, why even try” it will not be 

done; if we approach it saying, “It must be done,” the chances are that it will get done. And we must 

always remember that we approach no task alone, but that with us there is God and all of God’s power. 

Jesus said, “You don’t need more faith. There is no ‘more’ or ‘less’ in faith. When you’ve done 

everything expected of you, be matter of fact and say, ‘The work is done. What we were told to do, we 

did.” May it be so. Amen. 

 

 


