On the move!

We often look for some big, dramatic movement of the Spirit when
Pentecost rolls around each year. You know, something like the com-
munity in Jerusalem experienced on that first Pentecost day. So we
are usually disappointed in what happens here. We wonder: How
does the Holy Spirit work, anyway? Does it work on its own, or by
filling and moving us to do its work?

Maybe we can learn from the geese, like those on our cover. Geese
are individuals, but they are seldom found alone. They operate as
a group, especially when on the move! Notice, these geese are not
headed straight up to heaven, filled with the Holy Spirit. They are
moving on to the next task at hand, the next feeding or resting or
recreating ground. They are tuned in to their world, filled with life
and purpose and energetic intention. Are we? Do we know where we
are headed, what is our goal? What God has called us to be, to do?

Prayer of confession/petition

Holy Spirit of Life, on this Pentecost we are reminded that you have
been with us and in us always. Yet, we often ignore your presence as
we carry on with our daily tasks of living. We are waiting for you to
do something —to inspire the world, or at least the church; to make
our communities better, more loving, more just, more peaceful. To-
day we remember that the kingdom comes only when we are filled
with your life-giving Spirit; when we bless our communities with
your love and witness! We pray that you fill us again with your Holy
Spirit and move us to fly forward with you! Amen!

Hymn: "Holy Spirit, Come with Power" (Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 26)

—Ken Kline Smelizer
Boalsburg, Pennsylvania

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages,
as the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts 2:4, NRSVue). Today’s Bible readings from the
lectionary: Acts 2:1-21; Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17; Acts
2:1-21; John 14:8-17, (25-27).
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CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Hagerstown, Maryland

MORNING WORSHIP 10:45 AM
June 8, 2025
Pentecost Sunday

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Lisa Bussard, Worship Leader

WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN GOD?

PRELUDE “On the Day of Pentecost” (Paxton)
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Come, sing a new song of worship.
All: Come, sing a new song of praise.
One: Today is a day of a promise fulfilled.
All: With joy we celebrate Pentecost.
One: Pentecost — a day when power and comfort flowed.
All: Pentecost — a day of hope and inspiration.
One: A day when the Holy Spirit was revealed in flaming glory
All: and the glory was given to the people.
One: The fire of the Holy Spirit lives on in us. Sing praises!
All: We sing praises, indeed!
HYMN #26 “Holy Spirit, Come with Power”
[Verse 1]
Holy Spirit, come with power, breathe into our aching night.
We expect you this glad hour, waiting for your strength and light.
We are fearful, we are ailing, we are weak and selfish too.
Break upon your congregation, give us vigor, life anew.
[Verse 2]
Holy Spirit, come with fire, burn us with your presence new.
Let us as one mighty choir sing our hymn of praise to you.
Burn away our wasted sadness and enflame us with your love.
Burst upon your congregation, give us gladness from above.
[Verse 3]
Holy Spirit, bring your message, burn and breathe each word anew,
deep into our tired living till we strive your work to do.
Teach us love and trusting kindness, lend our hands to those who hurt.
Breathe upon your congregation and inspire us with your word.

RESPONSIVE OPENING PRAYER

One: Spirit of life

All: Fill our emptiness with your fullness

One: Spirit of power

All: Stir our hearts afresh

One: Spirit of love

All: Touch us, and through us, our neighbor

One: Spirit of Creativity

All: Enable and empower the gifts you have given

One: Spirit of Eternity

All: Draw us ever deeper into your Kingdom. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SKIT “Waiting and Wondering” by Virginia Kessen
SERVICE OF GIVING

Call to Giving

God has made us heirs of great abundance in order that we might use
the resources entrusted to us to benefit humankind. We are children of
God, called to share with the world the manifold works of our Creator.
Our offerings are one expression of our commitment.

As we pass the offering plate here in the sanctuary, we also pass a vir-
tual offering plate to those worshiping with us on Facebook Live. We in-
vite you to give by mailing your offering to the church or dropping it off
at the church during the week, or by going to the Hagerstowncob

webpage.
Offertory “Descend, Celestial Dove” (Shea)
*Doxology #119 “Praise God from whom”

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Let us pray: God of Wind and Fire, may new life be breathed into the
world because of these gifts we return to you. Grant us enhanced capacity to
carry your revelation to others in ways they can understand. We seek to be to
one another channels of your love and peace, both in person and through out-
reach of our offerings. Amen.



GRADUATE RECOGNITION
A Poem For The Graduates
By Nancy Gingrich
No more writing papers — that’s all in the past
We're here to help you celebrate — take time to relax

As you start on a new journey, just follow your heart
Place your faith and trust in God, it’s the best way to start

Let your light shine bright, and be a servant to others
Treat everyone the same — like sisters and brothers

So, as one door closes and a new chapter begins,
You’'ll always have support from --- your H.C.O.B. friends!

SHARING OUR JOYS, CONCERNS, AND HOPES
Please remember our worship is also on Facebook Live and our website.
Please do not share any personal information you do not want to be made public.
An usher will hold the microphone for you while you share.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
HYMN #356 “Breathe On Me Breath of God”
[Verse 1]
Breathe on me, breath of God, Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love, And do what Thou wouldst do.
[Verse 2]
Breathe on me, breath of God, Until my heart is pure,
Until with Thee I will one will, To do and to endure.
[Verse 3]
Breathe on me, breath of God, Till I am wholly thine,
Till all this earthly part of me, Glows with thy fire divine
[Verse 4]
Breathe on me, breath of God, So shall I never die,
But live with Thee the perfect life, Of Thine eternity.

SCRIPTURE READING Acts 2:1-21 NT 119

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of

fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other lan-
guages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from
every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elam-
ites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds
of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What
does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new
wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you sup-
pose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spo-
ken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth be-
low, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

MORNING ANTHEM “Spirit of God” (Besig)
Temple Choir
MESSAGE “Welcome the Holy Spirit” Pastor Twyla Rowe
SERVICE OF COMMUNION

Invitation to Communion
Call to Confession

Unison confession: O God, we have built cities for ourselves. We have
sought fame and fortune. We have rushed through our days with unseeing eyes,
stopped-up ears, and dulled emotions. We are more often enslaved by our fears



than freed by your grace. We demand proof of your existence but ignore the
work of your hands. We reject Jesus Christ as an impractical visionary. Your
Holy Spirit is unreal to us because we insist on being in charge. Have mercy
on us, holy God, and save us from ourselves. Amen

Assurance of Forgiveness

The Bread
Prayer of Blessing
All: Affirmation of our faith for the bread: “The bread which we break is the
communion of the body of Christ.”

The Cup
Prayer of Blessing for the cup
All: Affirmation of our faith for the cup: “The cup which we bless is the
communion of the blood of Christ.”

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*HYMN #418 “Move In Our Midst”
[Verse 1]

Move in our midst, thou Spirit of God.
Go with us down from thy holy hill.
Walk with us through the storm and the calm.
Spirit of God, go thou with us still.
[Verse 2]

Touch thou our hands to lead us aright.
Guide us forever, show us thy way.
Transform our darkness into thy light.
Spirit of God, lead thou us today.
[Verse 3]

Strike from our feet the fetters that bind.
Lift from our lives the weight of our wrong.
Teach us to love with heart, soul, and mind.
Spirit of God, thy love makes us strong.
[Verse 4]

Kindle our hearts to burn with thy flame.
Raise us thy banners high in this hour.
Stir us to build new worlds in thy name.
Spirit of God, O send us thy pow’r!

*BENEDICTION
After the Benediction, you may be seated.
Please continue in a spirit of worship as we listen to the Postlude music.

POSTLUDE “Come Down, O Love Divine” (Barr)

*Please rise — in body or spirit — as an act of worship
Thank you for joining us in worship today.
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Fellowship Time — We’re in need of volunteers to provide goodies for Fellowship
Time, held the first Sunday of each month from 10:20 am—10:40 am. Goodies may
be your favorite recipe or a delicious store bought treat. Suggestions include cookies,
muffins, or doughnuts (3-4 dozen of whatever you choose) and may be dropped off in
the Mullendore Room (the room behind the wing of the sanctuary) that morning.
Beverages and paper products are provided. Please sign up on the sheet located in the
west entrance, or contact Kristal Bricker or Amy Hardy. Thank you for helping to
make Fellowship Time possible!

Deadline for bulletins and newsletters. Announcements for the weekly bulletin
need to be given to the administrative assistant before noon on Wednesday. An-
nouncements for the monthly newsletters need to be given to the administrative assis-
tant before the 15th of each month. Let’s help her out by meeting deadlines, and also
by not asking for special exceptions. Announcements should continue to be emailed
to secretaryhcob@gmail.com. Thank you!

Cash for Causes/Martin’s Gift Card Program. Purchase Martin’s gift cards to take
to the store to pay for your groceries or gas, and 5% of the face value of the gift card
is a donation to the church and goes toward your yearly charitable contribution. To
purchase a card, please contact Larry Kees, Jr. (301-331-0107). We can make
arrangements to leave cards in your church mailbox or mail them to you.

Warm, sunny weather is here! We want to take this opportunity to remind you that
in the warm weather many of the neighborhood children ride bikes, trikes, skate-
boards, and scooters, on our parking lot. They’re often low to the ground and moving
fast so please be on the lookout for them when you visit the church. When on foot,
please also be on the lookout for cars speeding through the parking lot to “beat the
light” at the corner.

If you have changed your email address, and would like to continue to receive the
bulletins, eTidings, and other church related news as it happens please send the
change to secretaryhcob@gmail.com.

The Church Directory. Summer is almost here and that’s a great time to update
your information in the church directory. If you have recently changed phone num-
bers or emails, please send any changes/updates/additions to the administrative assis-
tant at secretaryhcob@gmail.com or leave a note in her mailbox.

Church mailboxes. Everyone is welcome to use the mailboxes. If you would like to
be added or taken off the list, please contact Mary Means. If you have a mailbox, we
ask that you be willing to monitor it. Any mail that is left in the mailboxes after a
three-month period will be disposed of. The mailboxes are located in the hallway of
the church office.

CALENDAR

Sunday. June 8
Children’s Sunday/Graduate Sunday/Junior Church/

Bread & Cup Communion/Pentecost

8:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening
8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms
10:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live
Monday, June 9

Church office closed

Wednesday, June 11
Administrative Assistant/Work from Home

12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions
5:30 pm Spiritual Nurture Meeting/Mullendore Room
Friday, June 13

8:00 am Bulletin prep./Church office

1:00 pm Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm)

Saturday, June 14
Pastor Twyla’s day off

Sunday, June 15
Father’s Day/Trinity Sunday

8:30 am Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Sunday School, individual classrooms
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live
12:00 pm Newsletter Deadline

Remember our weekday schedule is subject to rapid change.

You may mail your offering to
15 S. Mulberry Street,
Hagerstown MD 21740

OR

you can make a secure offering
donation on our website using
Breeze www.hagerstowncob.org

The church calendar is online at
www.hagerstowncob.org.
Click the calendar tab.
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Vacation Bible School
Hagerstown COB
June 23 - 27

6:00 - 8:00 pm
Rising Kindergarten - Grade 6
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