Love may overflow

Choral Reading

Reader1: Letus pray

Reader 2: Let us begin in prayer
Reader 3: Praying together
Reader4: Withjoy

Reader1: Let us hold each other in our hearts MAY OVERFLOW
Reader2: As we enter into worship

Reader 3: Letus pray

Reader4: Sharing in God’s grace

Reader1: With the compassion of Christ Jesus
Reader2: Let this be our prayer

Reader 3: That our love overflow

Reader 4: = Love overflowing

Reader1: With knowledge and insight
Reader 2:  For the glory of God

Reader 3:  For the praise of God

Reader4: Letus pray

Prayer of Invocation

God who gifted us with language and taught us how to pray,
open our hearts in this Advent season

that we might pray with love overflowing.

In Jesus’ name, we pray.

Amen. ‘

— Audri Svay
North Manchester, Indiana

“And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge
and full insight” (Philippians 1:9, NRSVue). Today’s Bible readings from the
lectionary: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6.
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CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Hagerstown, Maryland

MORNING WORSHIP 10:45 AM
December 8, 2024
Second Sunday of Advent

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Larry Wisherd, Worship Leader
WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN GOD?

PRELUDE “Prepare the Way, O Zion” (Paxton)
*CHORAL READING (on the back of the bulletin)
Reader 1 — Pastor Twyla
Reader 2 — Choir
Reader 3 — Worship Leader
Reader 4 - Congregation
*HYMN #182 Oh, how shall I receive thee”
[Verse 1]
Oh, how shall I receive thee, how meet thee on thy way,
bless'd hope of ev'ry nation, my soul’s delight and stay?
O Jesus, Jesus, give me now by thine own pure light
to know whate’er is pleasing and welcome in thy sight.
[Verse 2]
Love caused thine incarnation; Love brought thee down to me.
Thy thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling, that led thee to embrace,
in love, all love excelling, our lost and troubled race.
[Verse 3]
Thou comest, Lord, with gladness, in mercy and good will,
to bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still.
We welcome thee, our Savior; come gather us to thee,
that in thy light eternal our joyous home may be.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

God who gifted us with language and taught us how to pray, open our
hearts in this Advent season that we might pray with love overflowing. In
Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE
(Organizers and volunteers for the Community Breakfasts: Jan Young,
Jo Ellen Wisherd, Jenny Ferquson, Eddie Edmond, Jack Finniff)

All pray: Dear God, your faithfulness has been great, leading us to this
day of anticipation and celebration. May the glorious light of your steadfast
love shine brightly in us and through us, that all may give you praise and glo-
ry. In the Savior’s name we pray. Amen.

ADVENT SONG “ We are people of Hope” (Love)
We are a people of love;
We are a people of love.

Lighting a candle, we welcome the dawn;
We are a people of love.

A MOMENT TO BECOME LIKE CHILDREN

SERVICE OF GIVING
Call to Giving

As we prepare to worship God through the giving of our offerings, let
us focus our attention on these thoughts: What is a fitting offering that is
pleasing to God? When we sense the wonder of God’s majesty and realize
the amazing extent of God’s concern for us, we can only respond with all
that we have and all we are. What we place on the altar is a small measure
of our gratitude.

As we pass the offering plate here in the sanctuary, we also pass a vir-
tual offering plate to those worshiping with us on Facebook Live. We in-
vite you to give by mailing your offering to the church or dropping it off
at the church during the week, or by going to the Hagerstowncob
webpage and using Paypal.

Offertory “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (Martin)
*Doxology #119 “ Praise God from whom”
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Let us pray. How good you have been to us, gracious God! How meagerly
we have responded. You have restored our fortunes when we felt all was lost.
You have filled our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy.
We give thanks, not only with a portion of our income, but also with renewed
commitment to righteous living. By your grace, we share in the work Christ
came to accomplish among us. May love abound in and through us. Amen.



SHARING OUR JOYS, CONCERNS, AND HOPES
Please remember our worship is also on Facebook Live and our website.
Please do not share any personal information you do not want to be made public.
An usher will hold the microphone for you while you share.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

MORNING ANTHEM “Bethlehem Wind” (Martin)
Temple Choir with Sharron Keesecker, flute

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 3:1-6 NT 60
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip
ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””
HYMN #183 “On Jordan’s banks the Baptist's cry”
[Verse 1]
On Jordan's banks the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh. Awake and hark-
en, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings!
[Verse 2]
Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin! Make straight the way for God within, and let us
all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there.
[Verse 3]
Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no more. Oh, let
your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine.
[Verse 4]
All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, whom with the Fa-
ther we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore.

MESSAGE “Love” Pastor Twyla Rowe

*HYMN #191 “ O little town of Bethlehem”
[Verse 1]

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dream-
less sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting
light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

[Verse 2]

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the an-
gels keep their watch of wond'ring love. O morning stars, together Proclaim the
holy birth! and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
[Verse 3]

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv'n! So God imparts to human
hearts the blessings of the heav'ns. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world
of sin, where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in.
[Verse 4]

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, cast out our sin and
enter in, be born in us today! We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tid-
ings tell. O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

*BENEDICTION
After the Benediction, you may be seated.
Please continue in a spirit of worship as we listen to the Postlude music.

*POSTLUDE “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord” (Blake)

*Please rise — in body or spirit — as an act of worship
Thank you for joining us in worship today.
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brethren.org%2Fbdm%2Fdawson-spring-ky%2F&data=05%7C01%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C2a5ae1c821c54e74fb5b08daf8f346d1%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C638096021025613080%7CUnknown%7CT
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brethren.org%2Fbdm%2Fdawson-spring-ky%2F&data=05%7C01%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C2a5ae1c821c54e74fb5b08daf8f346d1%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C638096021025613080%7CUnknown%7CT
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brethren.org%2Fbdm-dawson-springs&data=05%7C01%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C2a5ae1c821c54e74fb5b08daf8f346d1%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C638096021025613080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
http://www.educationfoundationofwcps.org/equity-in-education.html
https://harccoalition.org/hike/
http://www.hagerstowncob.org

