
March 2024 

 

Tidings 

Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together. 

Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
15 South Mulberry Street, 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
Telephone: 301-733-3565  

 Fax: 301-733-3598 
 

Office: Tuesday—Friday  
Flexible hours 

(appointments welcome/ 
call ahead) 

 

Praise Worship 8:30 AM 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship and Facebook Live at 10:45 AM 
 

http:www.hagerstowncob.org 
facebook.com/hagerstowncob  

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Hagerstown Church of 

the Brethren is to celebrate the love of 
Jesus Christ and glorify the Lord by  

striving to live as Christ lived experiencing 
the power of God's healing in our lives. We 

seek to nurture our faith community 
through prayer, music and the proclaimed 
Word, while enthusiastically reaching out 
to others with compassion, respect and 

love for everyone so that we may grow in 
faith and commitment together.  

VISION STATEMENT 
The Hagerstown 

Church of the Brethren, A Living Peace 
Church: A caring community gathered  

round the Risen Christ that 
…Welcomes the stranger 

…Empowers our neighbors 
…Embraces the diversity among all  

people as we continue the  
 work of Jesus    

peacefully, simply, together.  
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The Pastor’s Pen 

 
“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they 

had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in 
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.” (Luke 24:1-3) 

 
 After Jesus suffered horrific torture and death by hanging on a cross, his body was 
taken down and put in a cold dark tomb. A huge stone was rolled in front of it, and Pilate 
commanded Roman guards to stand by the tomb so no one would steal Jesus’ body. 
 Coming from the perspective of one who is alive, being put in a tomb kind of 
freaks me out. I am very uncomfortable with going through underwater tunnels. My fear is, 
what if the tunnel breaks or collapses…there’s no escape. When we travel, Don avoids them 
if possible. I also am fearful of going into caves…even the tourist attractions like Luray 
Caverns. I wonder, what if I no longer have light, what if I get lost and can’t find my way 
out, what if I would fall into some opening. My imagination comes up with too many “what 
ifs” to appreciate the beauty of a cave. That’s just me; I’m glad others can appreciate them  
 But Jesus was dead when he was put into that cold dark tomb. Putting the body of 
someone who died into a tomb was a common practice at that time. Because Jesus died, he 
had no concerns or fears about being put in a tomb. Reflecting on that reality reminds us of 
the finality of death; but it also, makes what happened three days later even more amazing. 
We might ask ourselves, what if…Jesus never conquered death; and what if he never es-
caped the sealed and guarded tomb?  
 Obviously, we would not celebrate Easter. It’s possible we would still 
acknowledge the sacrifice Jesus made for our salvation; but the awesome power of God 
likely would not have been revealed to humanity. God revealed himself to us through his 
Son…in human form. God did not stop with that. God revealed his power and glory through 
the resurrection of Jesus. Through the resurrection, God also gave us evidence for His prom-
ise of life everlasting. God gave us inspiration for our faith and a reason for hope that when 
we come to the end of life as we know it now…we will also have new life in God’s eternal 
heavenly kingdom. 
 Therefore, we have reason to celebrate Easter. Christ is risen! Hallelujah! Christ is 
risen indeed! 

Have a Blessed Easter, 
   Pastor Twyla 
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Date Pastor Worship Leader Sermon Scripture Greeter Special 

03/03/24 Twyla Rowe John Miller 
"Rebuilding the 

Temple” 
John 2:13-22 

Don & Roberta 
Maas 

Food Pantry/
Fellowship Time/

Lent 3 

03/10/24 Twyla Rowe Linda Baker “If I Believe…” John 3:14-21 Mary Means 
 Parish Nurse/  

Lent 4 

03/17/24 Twyla Rowe Ed Beachley 
“Was that Thunder I 

heard?” 
John 12:20-33 Kathy Kelsey 

 Junior Church/
Lent 5 

03/24/24 Twyla Rowe Kathy Kelsey 
“Look Who’s   

Coming” 
Mark 11:1-11 Karolyn Martin 

Junior Church/ 
Palm Sunday 

03/31/24 Twyla Rowe Don Rowe “Where is He?” Mark 16:1-8 
John & Jenny 

Ferguson 
Easter Sunday 

Both services follow same sermon & text. All information subject to change  without notice.  

Fellowship Time 
 

March 3, 2024  
10:20—10:40 am 
Mullendore Room 

 
 

HCOB T-Shirts 
 
The Service & Outreach Team are 
still taking orders for church T-
shirts. In order to obtain the price 
of $20 each, we need to order at 
least 20 T-shirts. A sign-up sheet 
has been placed in the west en-
trance and fellowship hall. If you 
have any questions, please see any 
member of the Team. 

We grieve many things in life, but the loss of a loved one is 
probably the most devastating. Mourning is the process of deal-
ing with and healing from that loss and often can last our life-
time. However, the world-wide, faith-based  GriefShare ministry 
helps to put grief into context in an understandable, life-

affirming  and manageable process, even if the loss is not recent.  
 

Our spring session of GriefShare has begun and will continue each Tuesday afternoon 
through May 21, but you may join the program at any time during the 13 weeks. If you 
were a previous participant in the GriefShare  program and would like to repeat, we en-
courage you to do so.  
 

Time: 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the Mullendore Room  
 

If you or someone you know has lost a loved one and you are interested in this program, 
register at griefshare.org. GriefShare has a brand new edition, and we are offering it this 
spring. The program has been updated and has a new format that addresses many more 
topics than before. If you have questions, see Pastor Twyla or Debbie Nycum. 

• Our Lenten Services will be held on 
March 6th and 13th at 7:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Our guest speaker on 
the 6th will be Nicole Hood and on the 
13th, Kathy Kelsey. 

• Maundy Thursday/Love Feast will be 
held on March 28th in the Fellowship 
Hall at 7:00 pm 

• Good Friday Service will be held on 
March 29th in the Sanctuary at 7:00 pm 

• Easter Sunday Service is on March 31st 

Sundays in March  

MARCH FOOD PANTRY 
 
Our regular Food Pantry collection in 
March will be going to the guests of the 
March 9th Community Breakfast. We 

thank everyone for their continued support of this 
ministry to our community! Just a reminder - all 
items should be either dry, boxed, or in cans. Please 
do not bring in anything in a glass jar that could 
break and injure a recipient or our volunteers.  
Thank you! 

The Service & Outreach Team 
will be collecting the large tissue 
boxes (9”x4½”x3“) for the resi-
dents of Fahrney Keedy. We ask 

that you wrap the tissue boxes in spring col-
ors (no bows or ribbons needed). The Team 
will take the tissues to Fahrney Keedy on 
Saturday, April 27th when we host their 
birthday party. There will be a box for the 
tissues in the west entrance from March 24th 
to April 21st. Pastor Twyla says “the resi-
dents love tissues.” 



PLEASE HELP US  
EXPAND JUNIOR 

CHURCH!!  
 

Volunteers are needed to lead Junior 
Church so that we can offer this experi-
ence two Sundays per month. No prior 
teaching experience necessary. The cur-
riculum will give you all you need to 
prepare. If you love children and have a 
desire to help them learn to know God 
and his son, Jesus Christ, you are perfect 
for the job!! If you are interested or just 
want to know more, please speak to any 
member of the Christian Education Min-
istry Team (Deb Long, Diana Shepherd, 
Katie Hardy, Jack Finniff, or Brenda 
Shane). Thank you! 
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The first Sunday of every month is Food 
Pantry Sunday. Bring in your gift(s) of 
non-perishable food items, place them on 
the cart as you enter the west entrance,  
and a volunteer delivers the food. Your 
gift will be given to the guests of the 
March 9th Community Breakfast, a 
home for older adults.   
 
We thank everyone for their continued 
support of this ministry to our            
community! 
 
Just a reminder - all items should be   
either dry, boxed, or in cans. Please do 
not bring in anything in a glass jar that 
could break and injure a recipient or our 
volunteers.  

Cash for Causes/ 
Martin’s Gift Card  

Program 
 
Purchase Martin’s gift cards to take to the 
store to pay for your groceries or gas, and 
5% of the face value of the gift card is a 
donation to the church and goes toward 
your yearly charitable contribution.  
 
To purchase a card, please contact Larry 
Kees, Jr. (301-331-0107). If you can’t 
pick them up on a Sunday, we can make 
arrangements to leave cards in a church 
mailbox or snail mail them to you.  

Thank you to everyone who volunteered at or gave monetary donations 
for our week of service at the REACH Cold Weather Shelter. Each 
night, we served approximately 50 guests and they expressed their grati-
tude to us regularly.  Whether you served one day or all week, your ef-
forts were greatly appreciated.  
 
Thank you to HCOB and everyone who kept my family in prayer this 

past week. I am happy to say that Berkley Grace is feeling much better and she is almost back to 
her normal happy self.                                –Allyson McPeak 
 
HCOB received several thank you letters this past month: 

• Church of the Brethren for donation to core ministries  

• Holly Place - for canned goods and cereal that was donated to Holly Place 

Attendance & Offering 2/4/2024 2/11/2024 2/14/2024 2/18/2024 2/25/2024 

   Ash   

8:30 AM Worship 24 24 Wed. 18 18 

Sunday School 19 40   48 43 

10:45 AM Worship 82 **   87 94 

Facebook Live views 363 198   227 237 

7:00 PM Ash Wed./Lenten   53  60 

Building Fund     $70.00  $150.00  

Cash for Causes Cards $200.00       

Christian Lifestyles SS Class $76.00       

Childrens Ed.      $20.00  

Contemporary Christian 
Conversations SS $78.00  $75.00    $62.00  $66.00  

Deacon Fund   $50.00      

Easter Flowers $71.00  $126.00    $718.00  $165.00  

HCA Sing for Rent      $104.00  

Foltz  $30.00      

General Fund $9,681.57  $4,111.00    $3,122.00  $4,568.50  

General Fund/PayPal $450.00     $550.00  $50.00  

MAD Disaster Relief $1,070.00  $35.00      

Memorials $100.00  $50.00    $550.00   

Micah's Backpack $120.00       

Misc. Office  $25.00      

Totals $11,846.57  $4,502.00    $5,072.00  $5,123.50  



Home Communion  
& Anointing 

 

Persons desiring a pastoral visit, 
home communion, spiritual direction,     
or a service of anointing, are invited to 
call the church office at 301-733-3565.  

Anointing with oil for the healing    
of body, mind or spirit is offered upon  
request. Please contact the pastor to    
receive this ministry of healing and faith 
commitment.  

Intercessory Prayer is an important 
ministry of our congregation. If you have 
a prayer request, contact Judy Dahlhamer 
at 301-797-1326. 

Prayer  
Concerns  

 
Suzie Buhrman, Alice 
Edmonds, David Fisher, 
Pamela Frusher, Grief-
Share Ministry, Nicole Hood, Betty 
Hutzel, Jenny & Steve Jamison,  Bella 
Johnson, David Kirby, Steve 
McConnaughey, Carol Miller, Linda 
(Carolyn Motz’s friend), Tom Mullen-
dore, Daris Phillips, Ed Poling, Kathy 
Stump, Jodi Bennett (daughter of Jan 
Young), Jan Young, Grant Wetzel. 
 
If you or a loved one has surgery sched-
uled, are hospitalized, or would like a visit 
from the pastors, please notify the church. 
The only way we can be sure to learn of 
those needing pastoral care is if someone 
tells us. We also ask that in an emergency, 
Monday through Friday during office 
hours, please call the Church Office at 
301-733-3565. In the evenings or on 
weekends, or if the secretary is on vaca-
tion, it’s okay to call a pastor’s cell phone.  

 

Our Birthday & Anniversary lists are a 
work in progress. Every effort is made to 
have correct information, but we depend 
on your input to make that happen. If you 
were left off a list, or your information is 
incorrect, please call the office with the 
correct information. Please keep in mind 

that we must have the YEAR for the com-
puter to accept your birthday and anniver-

sary information. 

Ron Jacoby  03/02 
Judy Williams  03/03 
Shirley Finniff  03/04 
Aaron Gingrich  03/05 
Gordon Cook  03/07 
Carol Jones  03/07 
Bev McConnaughey 03/07 
Pat Young  03/07 
Lisa Embly  03/08 
Janet Lee Goller  03/08 
Isaiah Duffey  03/09 
Christianna Beachley 03/10 
Emma Lyles  03/10 
Joy Finniff  03/13 
Deanna Jennings  03/13 
Dawson Hardy  03/13 
Myla Hardy  03/13 
Bill Lowenhaupt  03/14 
Cheyanne Smith  03/16 
Marsha Purucker  03/16 
Carol Miller  03/17 
Mary Ellen Beachley 03/18 
Eddie Edmonds  03/18 
Joseph Poteet  03/20 
Khai Ly   03/25 
Robin Davies  03/26 
Nathan Hardy  03/28 
Linda Jacoby  03/29 

March Birthday 
 

Ron & Elaine Smith 03/22 

March  
Anniversary 
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Daily Bible 
Reading 

 
 
MARCH 
 

 1 Job 17-18 

 2 Isaiah 45-50 

 3 Matthew 23-25 

 4 1 Corinthians 3-4 

 5 Genesis 36-39 

 6 Ruth 

 7 Psalm 27-29 

 8 Job 19-20 

 9 Isaiah 51-55 

 10 Matthew 26-28 

 11 1 Corinthians 5-6 

 12 Genesis 40-43 

 13 1 Samuel 1-5 

 14 Psalm 30-32 

 15 Job 21-22 

 16 Isaiah 56-61 

 17 Mark 1-2 

 18 1 Corinthians 7-8 

 19 Genesis 44-47 

 20 1 Samuel 6-10 

 21 Psalm 33-35 

 22 Job 23-24 

 23 Isaiah 62-66 

 24 Mark 3-4 

 25 1 Corinthians 9-10 

 26 Genesis 48-50 

 27 1 Samuel 11-15 

 28 Psalm 36-38 

 29 Job 25-26 

 30 Jeremiah 1-6 

 31 Mark 5-6 

 

 
Our sympathy is extended to Calvin Ma-
haney’s family and friends. Calvin passed 
away on February 23rd.  

NEEDED 
New Flower & Altar Coordinator 

 
This job would entail decorating the 
church for each season (we have the deco-
rations), ordering the Christmas and East-
er flowers, and making sure each month 
has a volunteer to take care of doing altar 
flowers and dedications. Suzie Wolfe is 
happy to train you and answer any ques-
tions if you take this job. We also need 
someone to help with Flower & Altar 
Committee, by taking a month or two, to 
do altar flowers and dedications. If you’re 
interested in either of these jobs, please 
see Heather Kees. 
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We are still collecting donations of the items on the list above through March 
10th. A donation box has been placed in the west entrance. Donations will be 
taken to REACH during our week at the shelter. Any donations will be greatly 
appreciated! Please contact Sandy Clipp at 240-291-8753 if interested in serving 
at REACH or if you have any questions. 



March 2024 Schedule 
Please check the weekly bulletin and the online calendar for changes as they happen. Our schedule is subject to rapid changes.  

Friday, March 1 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, March 2 
Pastor Twyla’s day off 
Sunday, March 3 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:20 am Fellowship Time/Mullendore Room 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, March 4 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, March 5 
1:00 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
5:30 pm  P&F Meeting/Mullendore Room 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
7:00 pm  Worship Team Meeting/Zoom 
Wednesday, March 6 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
7:00 pm  Lent Service/Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, March 7 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, March 8 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, March 9 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
8:00 am  Community Breakfast/Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, March 10 
8:15 am  Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, March 11 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, March 12 
1:00 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
6:30 pm  CE Meeting/Fellowship Hall 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, March 13 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
7:00 pm  Lent Service/Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, March 14 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, March 15 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
12:00 pm Newsletter deadline 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, March 16 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, March 17 
Junior Church 
St. Patrick's Day 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, March 18 
Church Office Closed 
6:30 pm  Deacon Meeting/Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 19 
12:00 pm Mary Martha Group/Altruistic Room 
1:00 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
5:30 pm  Service & Outreach Meeting/Room 302 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, March 20 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, March 21 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, March 22 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, March 23 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, March 24 
Junior Church 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, March 25 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, March 26 
1:00 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
6:30 pm  Leadership Team/Room 302 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, March 27 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, March 28 
Love Feast 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:00 pm  Maundy Thursday Service/Love Feast 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, March 29 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot 
7:00 pm  Good Friday Service/Sanctuary 
Saturday, March 30 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, March 31 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
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The Puzzle Page for March 2024 



Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
15 South Mulberry Street 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

POSTMASTER: DATED MATERIAL—
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

BRETHREN TIDINGS is published monthly 
by the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren.  
All articles submitted for inclusion in the  

Tidings are subject to editing.  
All dates and times listed are subject  

to change without notice.  

Hagerstown  
Church of the Brethren 
15 S. Mulberry Street,  

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
301-733-3565 

Fax: 301-733-3598 
 

Office: Tuesday—Friday  
Flexible hours 

(appointments welcome/call ahead) 
 

Praise Worship 8:30 AM 
Sunday School for all ages 9:30-10:30 AM 
Worship and Facebook Live at 10:45 AM 

 
www.hagerstowncob.org 

www.facebook.com/hagerstowncob 
 

Twyla Rowe 
Pastor 

 
Allyson N. McPeak 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Burton Young 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
Don Rowe 

Interior Esthetics Technician 

 
March 15, 2024 @ NOON 

 

2024 Annual  
Conference Logo 


