
July 2024 

 

Tidings 
Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together. 

Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
15 South Mulberry Street, 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
Telephone: 301-733-3565  

 Fax: 301-733-3598 
 

Office: Tuesday—Friday  
Flexible hours 

(appointments welcome/ 
call ahead) 

 

Praise Worship 8:30 AM 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship and Facebook Live at 10:45 AM 
 

http:www.hagerstowncob.org 
facebook.com/hagerstowncob  

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Hagerstown Church of 

the Brethren is to celebrate the love of 
Jesus Christ and glorify the Lord by  

striving to live as Christ lived experiencing 
the power of God's healing in our lives. We 

seek to nurture our faith community 
through prayer, music and the proclaimed 
Word, while enthusiastically reaching out 
to others with compassion, respect and 

love for everyone so that we may grow in 
faith and commitment together.  

VISION STATEMENT 
The Hagerstown 

Church of the Brethren, A Living Peace 
Church: A caring community gathered  

round the Risen Christ that 
…Welcomes the stranger 

…Empowers our neighbors 
…Embraces the diversity among all  

people as we continue the  
 work of Jesus    

peacefully, simply, together.  
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The Pastor’s Pen 
 Bird watching has become a favorite pastime for me and Don. We have great seats 
to watch the birds that call our yard home. We have had wrens and chickadees build nests in 
the front yard; and robins, mockingbirds, blue jays and house sparrows make nests in the 
backyard. I have longed for bluebirds to make our yard home, but a house sparrow with per-
sistence, has claimed the bluebird house as his own.  
 It is interesting to watch the birds fiercely guard their nests and the fledglings in 
them. We have watched as parents swoop down to chase off threats. We have listened to the 
vocal warnings sent to deter the enemies. Although there have been some casualties, there 
have also been little ones who persevere and move on to continue the cycle of life. 
 In contrast to the efforts and successes we have observed…there is that one male 
house sparrow who has taken over the bluebird house that seems to have a different agenda. 
Even though I tried to discourage him from making the bluebird house his home, he seemed 
to win the battle, and I thought he had a nest with young ones in the house.  
But then, Don told me that he observed the house sparrow chase off females who tried to 
enter the house. We also noticed that little ones did not come to the hole of the house to be 
fed, as we have observed others do in the past. So, I opened the door to the house and saw 
only a few twigs in it. There was no nest or little ones. Apparently, this one crazy house 
sparrow wanted the bluebird house just for himself. He selfishly was defending his own in-
terests. I guess he was missing the instinct gene. 
 This led me to think about our journey as Christians. I was thinking how everyone 
is created by God and with that we have this special connection and draw towards God. Yet, 
not everyone welcomes that connection. Granted, some may not have been nurtured or invit-
ed to seek a relationship with God; which should remind all Christians that we have work to 
do. But then, there are others who just don’t want God in their lives because they are too 
busy…call it selfishness…with their own interests.  
 God did not create us to be loners. God created us to be a family that supports, nur-
tures and protects one another. We inherit His Spirit that inspires us and directs us to care 
for our relationship with God and with each other; and for each other’s needs. Our prayers 
should be that we are always in-tune with one another; especially noting and reaching out 
when a deeper need for the family’s love is needed. Our prayers should also ask for the 
awareness and the guidance to reach out to those loners who reject God and the family of 
God. Perhaps with an encouraging word and extended actions of love, they will accept a 
welcome into the family of God. Let us work together to this end, to be family and to grow 
God’s family. 

God bless you all, my family. 
Pastor Twyla 



Hagerstown COB                                                                                                                                                           July 2024 Tidings  -2- 

Both services follow same sermon & text. All information subject to change without notice.  

Date Pastor Worship Leader Sermon Scripture Greeter Special 

07/07/2024 Pastor Ron 
Shank Larry Wisherd “The Tapestry of 

Life” Psalm 143 Suzanne     
Buhrman 

Food Pantry/
Fellowship Time 

07/14/2024 Twyla Rowe Candice   
Summers 

“Seekers in Sneak-
ers: Discover Jesus” Ephesians 1:3-14 Doris Smith  Parish Nurse/

Junior Church 

07/21/2024 Twyla Rowe Linda Baker “When Plans Get 
Derailed” Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 Ed & Eunice 

Plank  

07/28/2024 Twyla Rowe Chris Herman “The Bigger       
Picture” Ephesians 3:14-21 Brenda Shane Junior Church 

Sundays in July 

 

Saturday, July 13, 2024  
9:00—10:30 am 

 
Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 

 
Our Community Breakfast is be held the 

second Saturday of each month. 

Fellowship Time  
Sunday, July 7th 

 
We’re in need of volunteers to provide 
goodies for Fellowship Time, held the first 
Sunday of each month from 10:20 am—
10:40 am. Goodies may be your favorite 
recipe or a delicious store bought treat. 
Suggestions include cookies, muffins, or 
doughnuts (3-4 dozen of whatever you 
choose) and may be dropped off in the 
Mullendore Room (the room behind the 
wing of the sanctuary) that morning. Bev-
erages and paper products are provided. 
Please sign up on the sheet located in the 
west entrance, or contact Kristal Bricker or 
Amy Hardy. Thank you for helping to 
make Fellowship Time possible! 

Check out the church  
calendar at 

www.hagerstowncob.org  
Click the calendar tab! 

Annual Conference 
 

July 3-7  
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 
Please remember to pray for our 

delegates, Virginia Nalley, Pastor 
Twyla Rowe and the Conference. 

Pastor Twyla will be away at Annual Confer-
ence July 3rd through the 7th. If you are in 
need of regular pastoral care, please contact 
your deacon. In case of an emergency, please 
contact Eddie Edmonds at 304-671-4775. 

 
The church office will be closed for the  

July 4th Holiday. 
 

The Administrative Assistant will be on  
vacation July 25th & July 26th. 

Summertime is Here! 
 

We want to take this opportunity to remind 
you that in the summer many of the neigh-
borhood children ride bikes and trikes on our 
parking lot, especially in the afternoon and 
evening. They’re low to the ground and 
moving fast so please be on the lookout for 
them when you visit the church. When on 
foot, please also be on the watch for cars 
speeding through the parking lot to “beat the 
light” at the corner.  

Hagerstown Church of 
the Brethren Student 

Scholarship Fund 
 
The Service & Outreach Team is 
inviting students to apply for our 
yearly distribution of funds from 
the Student Scholarship Fund. A 
letter of interest needs to be ad-
dressed to Suzie Wolfe, Chair, by 
August 31, 2024. Please include 
where you will be attending and 
what your major is. Also, please 
include the school’s address. 

Parish Nurse 
Blood Pressure 

Screenings 
 

Our Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screen-
ings are held the second Sunday of each 
month in the Fellowship Hall before the 
8:30 AM Morning Praise Worship Service 
and in the Mullendore Room before the 
10:45 AM worship. 
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The first Sunday of every month is Food 
Pantry Sunday. Bring in your gift(s) of 
non-perishable food items, place them on 
the cart as you enter the west entrance,  
and a volunteer delivers the food. Our 
Food Pantry collection July & August 
will be going to Holly Place. 
 

We thank everyone for their continued 
support of this ministry to our  

community! 
 
Just a reminder - all items should be   
either dry, boxed, or in cans. Please do 
not bring in anything in a glass jar that 
could break and injure a recipient or our 
volunteers.  

Cash for Causes/ 
Martin’s Gift Card  

Program 
 
Purchase Martin’s gift cards to take to the 
store to pay for your groceries or gas, and 
5% of the face value of the gift card is a 
donation to the church and goes toward 
your yearly charitable contribution.  
 
To purchase a card, please contact Larry 
Kees, Jr. (301-331-0107). If you can’t 
pick them up on a Sunday, we can make 
arrangements to leave cards in a church 
mailbox or snail mail them to you.  

The Service & Outreach Team would like to thank all of our church mem-
bers and friends who helped us have a very successful Community Picnic 
held on Saturday, June 8th. Many of you volunteered to help us with the 
picnic, made baked beans, and donated gently used clothing. The parking 
lot was full of our neighbors, and they had a great time. A special thank you 

goes to Martins Grocery Store for donating bags of food. Thanks again, we could not have 
done this important ministry without you!! - S&O Team 
 
Thank you to the VBS Skit players and thanks to Kevin Loy for his excellent artwork on the 
backdrops. You all did a wonderful job! – Mary Means 
 
HCOB received a thank you card from Church of the Brethren in Elgin. “Thank you for giv-
ing to the missions and ministries of the Church of the Brethren. With gratitude, we 
acknowledge your support of: Disaster Child Care (Christian Lifestyles Sunday School 
Class).” 

JUNIOR CHURCH  
 

Junior Church will be held the second & 
fourth Sunday of each month. 

 
This is open to ages Kindergarten  

through Grade 6. We will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall for a special time        

together.   
 
 

Parents may, of course, opt to keep their 
child in worship with them especially  
if the child is uncertain about going,  

or parents may accompany them.  
 

Christian Education Ministry Team 

Daily Bible 
Reading 

 
 
JULY 
 
à 1 Luke 15-16 
à 2 Philippians 3-4 
à 3 Leviticus 10-12 
à 4 2 Kings 1-5 
à 5 Psalm 78-80 
à 6 Proverbs 8-9 
à 7 Ezekiel 19-24 
à 8 Luke 17-18 
à 9 Colossians 1-2 
à 10 Leviticus 13-15 
à 11 2 Kings 6-10 
à 12 Psalm 81-83 
à 13 Proverbs 10 
à 14 Ezekiel 25-30 
à 15 Luke 19-20 
à 16 Colossians 3-4 
à 17 Leviticus 16-18 
à 18 2 Kings 11-15 
à 19 Psalm 84-86 
à 20 Proverbs 11-12 
à 21 Ezekiel 31-36 
à 22 Luke 21-22 
à 23 1 Thessalonians 1-3 
à 24 Leviticus 19-21 
à 25 2 Kings 16-20 
à 26 Psalm 87-89 
à 27 Proverbs 13 
à 28 Ezekiel 37-42 
à 29 Luke 23-24 
à 30 1 Thessalonians 4-5 
à 31 Leviticus 22-24  

Home Communion  
& Anointing 

 

Persons desiring a pastoral visit, 
home communion, spiritual direction,     
or a service of anointing, are invited to 
call the church office at 301-733-3565.  

Anointing with oil for the healing    
of body, mind or spirit is offered upon  
request. Please contact the pastor to    
receive this ministry of healing and faith 
commitment.  

Intercessory Prayer is an important 
ministry of our congregation. If you have 
a prayer request, contact Judy Dahlhamer 
at 301-797-1326. 



July 2024 Schedule 
Please check the weekly bulletin and the online calendar for changes as they happen. Our schedule is subject to rapid changes.  

Monday, July 1 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, July 2 
8:00 pm  HCOB Softball/Lights Field 1 
Wednesday, July 3 
Annual Conference/Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, July 4 
Annual Conference/Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Church office closed 
Friday, July 5 
Annual Conference/Grand Rapids, Michigan 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, July 6 
Annual Conference/Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, July 7 
Annual Conference/Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Food Pantry Sunday 
Pastor Ron Shank/Guest Preacher 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:15 am Fellowship Time/Mullendore Room 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
12:00 pm Handbell Ensemble Practice/Choir Room 
Monday, July 8 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, July 9 
7:00 pm  Worship Meeting/Zoom 
Wednesday, July 10 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
6:00 pm  Visitation at Douglas Fiery Funeral Home_Glenn 
  Young (6-8pm) 
6:30 pm  CE Meeting/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  HCOB Softball/Field 2 
Thursday, July 11 
11:00 am Celebration of Life Service_Glenn Young/HCOB 
5:00 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, July 12 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, July 13 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
8:00 am  Community Breakfast/Fellowship Hall 
  (Breakfast is open to the public 9:00 - 10:30 am) 
Sunday, July 14 
Junior Church 
8:15 am  Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, July 15 
Church Office Closed 
12:00 pm Newsletter deadline 
Tuesday, July 16 
12:00 pm Mary Martha Group/Altruistic Room 
Wednesday, July 17 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
10:30 am Caring & Sharing/Mullendore Room 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
6:30 pm  GriefShare Team Meeting/Mullendore Room 

Thursday, July 18 
6:30 pm  HCOB Softball/Field 1 
Friday, July 19 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, July 20 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, July 21 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, July 22 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, July 23 
5:30 pm  Service & Outreach Meeting/Mullendore Room 
6:30 pm  HCOB Softball/Field 3 
Wednesday, July 24 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, July 25 
Administrative Assistant Vacation 
5:00 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, July 26 
Administrative Assistant Vacation 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, July 27 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, July 28 
Junior Church 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, July 29 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, July 30 
6:30 pm  Leadership Team/Room 302 
Wednesday, July 31 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
6:30 pm  HCOB Softball/Field 3 
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“A Risk of Faith” 

Mark 5:34 (The Message)—Jesus said to her, “Daughter, 

you took a risk of faith, and now you’re healed and whole.  

Live well, live blessed! Be healed of your plague.” 
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Continued on page 7 
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Grieving the death of a spouse? Or do you 
know someone who is?  
The death of a spouse brings a unique kind of pain. People 
who are widowed haven’t just lost a loved one—they’ve lost 
an entire lifestyle once enjoyed with that special person.   
 
We hope you will consider joining the HCOB Grief-
Share Team for a special 2-hr seminar which will 
address the challenges of this type of loss. 

 
You may wish to bring a family member or friend so 
they can better understand your loss and become a 
greater support for you. If you have questions, please 
see Pastor Twyla or Debbie Nycum. 
 
Date: Wednesday, August 21 
Time: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Place: Mullendore Room 
 
Register at www.GriefShare.org   
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Our Vacation Bible School this year is collecting money to benefit Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace. Another way to help this outreach is by volunteering to help deliver beds to 
those in need. There are currently 50 to 60 kids on the waiting list. The next bed de-
liveries are taking place on July 19th and 20th and August 10th.  Drivers and helpers 
are needed.  If you would like to help, please sign up at the links listed below. 

 
For the summer months deliveries will be held in the morning.  The trucks are loaded at the warehouse, 
87 W. Lee Street, Hagerstown. Then the teams deliver the beds to the children's homes. 
 
Here are the sign up links: 
 
TRUCK driver for Friday, July 19 at 8:30 am, please use this sign up: 
https://x.gldn.io/e/G8z2cIzYFKb 
 
HELPER for Friday, July  19 at 8:30 am, please use this sign up:   https://x.gldn.io/e/a6oBx1KYFKb 
 
TRUCK driver for Saturday, July 20 at 8:30 am, please use this sign up: 
https://x.gldn.io/e/rX3kryUYFKb    
 
HELPER for Saturday, July 20  at 8:30 am, please use this sign up:  https://x.gldn.io/e/e9PfO91YFKb 
 
TRUCK driver for Saturday, Aug. 10 at 8:30 am, please use this sign up:  
https://x.gldn.io/e/J22qhhgZFKb 
   
HELPER for Saturday, Aug. 10 at 8:30 am, please use this sign up: https://x.gldn.io/e/m2Fxmz9YFKb 
  
 
Thank you for your help in completing the circle of getting beds delivered to the kids who need them. 
You will be rewarded by the smiling faces of kids and parents. 
 
If you have questions, please direct them to Jenny Ferguson. 
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Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
15 South Mulberry Street 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

POSTMASTER: DATED MATERIAL—
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

BRETHREN TIDINGS is published monthly 
by the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren.  
All articles submitted for inclusion in the  

Tidings are subject to editing.  
All dates and times listed are subject  

to change without notice.  

Hagerstown  
Church of the Brethren 
15 S. Mulberry Street,  

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
301-733-3565 

Fax: 301-733-3598 
 

Office: Tuesday—Friday  
Flexible hours 

(appointments welcome/call ahead) 
 

Praise Worship 8:30 AM 
Sunday School for all ages 9:30-10:30 AM 
Worship and Facebook Live at 10:45 AM 

 
www.hagerstowncob.org 

www.facebook.com/hagerstowncob 
 

Twyla Rowe 
Pastor 

 
Allyson N. McPeak 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Burton Young 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
Don Rowe 

Interior Esthetics Technician 

 
July 15, 2024 @ NOON 

 

2024 Annual  
Conference Logo 


