
October 2024 

 

Tidings 

Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together. 

Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
15 South Mulberry Street, 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
Telephone: 301-733-3565  

 Fax: 301-733-3598 
 

Office: Tuesday—Friday  
Flexible hours 

(appointments welcome/ 
call ahead) 

 

Praise Worship 8:30 AM 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship and Facebook Live at 10:45 AM 
 

http:www.hagerstowncob.org 
facebook.com/hagerstowncob  

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Hagerstown Church of 

the Brethren is to celebrate the love of 
Jesus Christ and glorify the Lord by  

striving to live as Christ lived experiencing 
the power of God's healing in our lives. We 

seek to nurture our faith community 
through prayer, music and the proclaimed 
Word, while enthusiastically reaching out 
to others with compassion, respect and 

love for everyone so that we may grow in 
faith and commitment together.  

VISION STATEMENT 
The Hagerstown 

Church of the Brethren, A Living Peace 
Church: A caring community gathered  

round the Risen Christ that 
…Welcomes the stranger 

…Empowers our neighbors 
…Embraces the diversity among all  

people as we continue the  
 work of Jesus    

peacefully, simply, together.  
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“What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight.” 
(Luke 16:15) 

 
 This powerful bible verse follows the parable of “The Shrewd Manager”, which 
Jesus was telling his disciple. If we study the parable, we find that it asks us to consider the 
questions, what, or who, do we highly value? What are our passions? What motivates us to 
do what we do? Jesus concludes the parable by saying, “No slave can serve two masters; for 
a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

The money-loving Pharisees, who were listening too, heard this parable and 
sneered at Jesus. He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of 
others, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.” 
As it was then, money is highly valued in our day, but so are other things like prestige, com-
fort, accolades, pleasure, accomplishments, property and more. We even value some very 
good things, like, love, faithfulness, honesty and many other virtues that both Christians 
and secular culture hold as ideals. All these things can become idols, and when they do, 
they motivate self-centered, self-seeking, pride-driven behaviors. Jesus said, God detests 
the things we highly value if they are valued apart from Him. 

You’ve heard me ask you many times before this, what ministries do you hear God 
calling us to do? I’ve asked, what are your passions for ministry and outreach? These words 
of Jesus in Luke 16:15, stretch us even further and remind us as we consider our call and 
passions for ministry…that our values need to be God-centered so that our ministries and 
outreach are God-driven.   

We might ask ourselves as we consider ways to serve each other and our commu-
nity, are the ideas we have, addressing a need God has revealed to us; or are we doing it 
because it sounds like a good idea and it will make us feel good and be fun to do, for at the 
very least, trying it? When we value what God values, we recognize where and how God 
needs us to do something; and we know we are doing it for God with God’s blessing. Yes, 
we may find ourselves feeling good for having completed successfully a project, and that’s 
okay. In fact, that then should become motivation for once again tuning into God’s heart 
and building our values and ministries on that. 

During two Sundays in October, as is our practice, we will focus our attention on 
stewardship. As we consider the sharing of our resources, time and talents, this scripture 
and lesson should be taken under advisement. What we decide to give from our financial 
resources, how much time we will give to the work of the church, and what God-given tal-
ents we are willing to use for God’s service, should be prayerfully considered, knowing 
God rejoices in our giving and at the work we will do, when our decisions are based on 
what God values. Let us glorify God with what we value…God’s values…and allow that to 
be our motivation for the living of our faith. Amen. 

Blessings to All, 
Pastor Twyla 

If you watch us live on Facebook,  
please click the “like” button.  

This will aid us in  
keeping attendance.   

 

Facebook.com/hagerstowncob 

The Pastor’s Pen 

 
 
 

Jerry & Liz Ashby emails: 
Jerry: jerryrashby@gmail.com 

Liz: etashby20@gmail.com 
 

Julia Brown address & phone: 
16505 Virginia Ave., Apt. 3306 

Williamsport, MD 21795 
240-985-9968 

Church Directory  
Updates 
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Date Pastor Worship Leader Sermon Scripture Greeter Special 

10/06/2024 Twyla Rowe 
Rebecca   
Jackson 

“Suffering and Faithful-
ness” 

Job 1:1, 2:1-10 
Don & Roberta 

Maas 

Love Feast/Deacon 
Consecration/Food 
Pantry/Fellowship 

Time 

10/13/2024 
Pastor Eddie 

Edmonds 
Chris 

Stockslager 
“Ruler or Ruled?” Mark 10:17-31 Kathy Kelsey 

 Parish Nurse/
Junior Church 

10/20/2024 Twyla Rowe Eileen Smith “For the Glory of God” Mark 10:35-45 Karolyn Martin 

Consecration of 
Leadership, Minis-
try & Nominating 

Teams 

10/27/2024 Twyla Rowe John Miller “It’s Your Lucky Day!” Mark 10:46-52 
Bob & Judy 

Long 
Junior Church 

The Service & Outreach Team will once again be having our large com-
munity event—Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat—on Saturday, October 
19th from 1-4 pm. We need many helpers. We will have bingo, chil-
dren’s games, and crafts for the children. We will have hotdogs, chili, 
chips, popcorn, water, snow cones, and cotton candy. There will be a 

cake walk. We will have a costume parade for the kids and of course, Trunk or Treat. Do 
you love to meet new people and share the good news about our Lord and Savior? Here’s 
your opportunity. We also need adult and children’s prizes for bingo. If you have any appro-
priate items, you no longer use, please donate them for this event. We also need cakes for 
the cake walk, and cookies and candy. If you would like to participate in the Trunk or Treat, 
let us know. There are sign-up sheets available in the west entrance. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact any member of the Service & Outreach Team. 

Mid-Atlantic District 
Conference will be held 

Friday & Saturday,  
October 11 & 12 at 

Brownsville Church of 
the Brethren.  

1911 Rohrersville Rd., 
Knoxville, MD 21758. 

This years theme is 
based on Ephesians 6:12.  

More information can be found at:  
http://www.madcob.com/districtconference/ 

Ministry Chairs 
 

Your report for the  
Congregational Business Meeting 
booklet  is due to the church office 

by October 15, 2024.  

Remembrance 
Sunday  

November 3, 2024 
 
Please join us for a special 
Service of Remembrance 
worship service on Sunday, 
November 3, 2024 as we 
remember and celebrate 

the lives of those loved ones who have 
passed in the last year.  

Non-Traditional Fall Love Feast 
 

Our Fall Love Feast will be held on Sunday, October 6th during both 
worship services. It will follow the practice we did during the pandem-
ic. The deacons chose to do this because of the many positive respons-
es they received following those times we did these creative services 

during the pandemic. We heard the request to consider doing it for more of the fall love 
feast services. Like at our Maundy Thursday service, we will observe the traditional wor-
ship experience. We hope everyone will mark their calendars and plan to join their broth-
ers and sisters for this significant time of remembrance of Jesus, his life, his death and his 
call to our lives. 

Fall Congregational Business Meeting 
November 3, 2024 

 
Our Fall Congregational Business Meeting will be held on November 3, 2024 in the 

Fellowship Hall, following the worship service. 
We will have a covered dish carry-in-meal. Spiritual Nurture will provide chicken, 
drinks, and paper products. Sign-up sheets have been placed in the west entrance. 

Please sign-up and bring a dish to share. Thank you! 

October is Clergy Appreciation Month  
Clergy Appreciation Month is a special time that congregations set aside each year to honor 
their pastors and pastoral families for the hard work, sacrificial dedication, and multiple 
blessings provided by these special people. It is also important to remember that apprecia-
tion, affirmation, and prayer support of our spiritual leaders is appropriate throughout the 
entire year. Please take this time to personally thank our pastor for her hard work and to lift  
her and her family in prayer.  
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The first Sunday of every month is Food 
Pantry Sunday. Bring in your gift(s) of 
non-perishable food items, place them on 
the cart as you enter the west entrance,  
and a volunteer delivers the food. Our 
Food Pantry collection in October will 
be going to Holly Place 
 

We thank everyone for their continued 
support of this ministry to our  

community! 
 
Just a reminder - all items should be   
either dry, boxed, or in cans. Please do 
not bring in anything in a glass jar that 
could break and injure a recipient or our 
volunteers.  

Cash for Causes/ 
Martin’s Gift Card  

Program 
 
Purchase Martin’s gift cards to take to the 
store to pay for your groceries or gas, and 
5% of the face value of the gift card is a 
donation to the church and goes toward 
your yearly charitable contribution.  
 
To purchase a card, please contact Larry 
Kees, Jr. (301-331-0107). If you can’t 
pick them up on a Sunday, we can make 
arrangements to leave cards in a church 
mailbox or snail mail them to you.  

JUNIOR CHURCH  
 

Junior Church will be held the second & 
fourth Sunday of each month. 

This is open to ages Kindergarten  
through Grade 6. We will gather in the 

Fellowship Hall for a special time        
together.   

Parents may, of course, opt to keep their 
child in worship with them especially  
if the child is uncertain about going,  

or parents may accompany them.  
Christian Education Ministry Team 

 

Saturday, October 12, 2024  
9:00—10:30 am 

 
Our Community Breakfast is be 
held the second Saturday of each 

month. 

The grief journey after losing a loved one is very painful, 
difficult, and lonely. Since everyone grieves in his or her own 
way and time, there is no magical endpoint to the grieving pro-
cess. Fortunately, we have GriefShare, an encouraging seminar 

offering support after the death of a loved one, no matter how recent. It provides a safe, wel-
coming space where people understand the heavy emotions of grief. At this 13-week group, 
you will receive valuable tools to help you navigate your personal path, as well as support 
from others also on their grief journeys. If you or someone you know has lost a loved one, 
please share this information and consider attending. We encourage you to bring a family 
member or friend so they can better understand your loss and become a greater support for 
you.  
 

Our fall session of GriefShare has begun and will continue each Monday through December 
2, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the Mullendore Room. You may join the program at any time 
during the 13 weeks, but we ask that you commit to attend at least 3 weeks. Cost of the pro-
gram is free, but we gladly will accept a $10 donation toward materials. Register 
at griefshare.org. If you have any questions about the program, see Pastor Twyla or Debbie 
Nycum. 

 
 
 
Many thanks to my church family for remember-
ing me with so many lovely cards on my birthday. 

Although I can’t be with you in body, my spirit 
and prayers are always with you. In Christian love 

- Nancy Gehr 

Daily Bible Reading 
 
 
OCTOBER 
 

 1 Hebrews 5-7 

 2 Numbers 29-32 

 3 2 Chronicles 11-15 

 4 Psalm 117-118 

 5 Proverbs 28 

 6 Jonah 

 7 Acts 3-4 

 8 Hebrews 8-10 

 9 Numbers 33-36 

 10 2 Chronicles 16-20 

 11 Psalm 119 

 12 Proverbs 29-30 

 13 Micah 

 14 Acts 5-6 

 15 Hebrews 11-13 

 16 Deuteronomy 1-3 

 17 2 Chronicles 21-24 

 18 Psalm 120-121 

 19 Proverbs 31 

 20 Nahum 

 21 Acts 7-8 

 22 James 1-3 

 23 Deuteronomy 4-6 

 24 2 Chronicles 25-28 

 25 Psalm 122-124 

 26 Ecclesiastes 1-2 

 27 Habakkuk 

 28 Acts 9-10 

 29 James 4-5 

 30 Deuteronomy 7-9 

 31 2 Chronicles 29-32 

  



October 2024 Schedule 
Please check the weekly bulletin and the online calendar for changes as they happen. Our schedule is subject to rapid changes.  

 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, October 1 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
7:00 pm  Worship Meeting/Zoom 
Wednesday, October 2 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, October 3 
New phones being installed/HCOB 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, October 4 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, October 5 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, October 6 
Food Pantry Sunday/World Communion Sunday/Love Feast 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:15 am Fellowship Time/Mullendore Room 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, October 7 
Church Office Closed 
6:30 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
Tuesday, October 8 
5:30 pm  Service & Outreach Meeting/Mullendore Room 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, October 9 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, October 10 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, October 11 
Pastor Eddie Edmonds/On Call 
MAD District Conference/Brownsville COB 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, October 12 
Pastor Eddie Edmonds/On Call 
MAD District Conference/Brownsville COB 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
8:00 am  Community Breakfast/Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, October 13 
Pastor Eddie Edmonds/On Call 
Junior Church 
Pastor Eddie Edmonds/Guest Preacher 
8:15 am  Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, October 14 
Church Office Closed 
6:30 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, October 15 
Ministry Team Reports Deadline for CBM 
12:00 pm Mary Martha Group/Altruistic Room 
12:00 pm Newsletter deadline 
6:30 pm  Christian Education Meeting/Mullendore Room 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, October 16 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
10:30 am Caring & Sharing/Mullendore Room 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, October 17 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, October 18 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, October 19 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
1:00 pm  Community Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat 
Sunday, October 20 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, October 21 
Church Office Closed 
6:30 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
Tuesday, October 22 
5:30 pm  P&F Meeting/Mullendore Room 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, October 23 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, October 24 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, October 25 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, October 26 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, October 27 
Junior Church 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, October 28 
Church Office Closed 
6:30 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
Tuesday, October 29 
6:30 pm  Leadership Team/Room 302 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, October 30 
Administrative Assistant/Work from home 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
Thursday, October 31 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells/Choir Room 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir/Fellowship Hall 
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** If you are unable to read the book, there is also a movie 
on Amazon Prime called “Cry in the Wild: The Taking of 

Peggy Ann” that tells Peggy Jackson’s story** 
 

Please place in the designated basket in the west entrance 
once filled out. Thank you! 
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Volunteers Needed for childcare at District Conference 
 

The District Program & Arrangements team is reaching out to nearby congregations to ask for volunteers to help with childcare at this year’s 
district conference October 11 and 12. Volunteers are required to have a background check, which the District Program & Arrangement Team 
will provide.  
 
Volunteers are needed for- 

• 2 volunteers for approximately 1.5 to 2 hours early Friday evening during the Pastor and Spouse dinner, from about 5:30 or 6:00 to 7:15 
pm, 3 children. Will be finished in time to attend the installation service for District Executive Minister Doug Veal, with a fellowship 
time after the service.  

• 1 to 4 volunteers during the day Saturday from approximately 8 am to 4 pm. They have 1 volunteer who will be serving the entire day but 
also in need  of someone else to serve with her for the day or needing to find several volunteers to take shorter shifts. There will be about 
6 children. They’ll have lunch with their parents so the volunteers can have lunch on their own.  

 
If you would like to volunteer, please contact the church office. Thank you! 
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The Puzzle Page for October 2024 



Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
15 South Mulberry Street 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

POSTMASTER: DATED MATERIAL—
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

BRETHREN TIDINGS is published monthly 
by the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren.  
All articles submitted for inclusion in the  

Tidings are subject to editing.  
All dates and times listed are subject  

to change without notice.  

 
Hagerstown  

Church of the Brethren 
15 S. Mulberry Street,  

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
301-733-3565 

 
Office: Tuesday—Friday  

Flexible hours 
(appointments welcome/call ahead) 

 
Praise Worship 8:30 AM 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30-10:30 AM 
Worship and Facebook Live at 10:45 AM 

 
www.hagerstowncob.org 

www.facebook.com/hagerstowncob 
 

Twyla Rowe 
Pastor 

 
Allyson N. McPeak 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Burton Young 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
Don Rowe 

Interior Esthetics Technician 

 
October 15, 2024 @ NOON 

 

2024 Annual  
Conference Logo 


